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Q. Does flooding affect all Washington residents? 

A. The costs of flooding touch everyone, from federal, state and local governments to 
businesses, builders, farmers, homeowners and taxpayers. Taxpayers typically pay to clean 
flooded properties and restore homes and property. Flood disasters have affected every county in 
the state and have cost taxpayers more than $1.4 billion since 1990.  These costs include 
emergency response, disaster relief, clean up, levee repair, and rebuilding.  Many of the flood-
related deaths occur when people attempt to drive their car through flooded roadways. And 
flood-damaged roads prevent commerce and access to work, causing millions in economic losses 
for businesses and workers.  
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i FEMA: Washington State Disaster History." FEMA | Federal Emergency Management Agency. Web. 09 May 2011. Available 
online at: http://www.fema.gov/news/disasters_state.fema?id=53 
 
ii National Wildlife Federation. Washington State Flood Damage Data. 9 June 2011. Raw data. National Wildlife Federation, 
Pacific Regional Center, Seattle. 
 
iii National Wildlife Federation. Washington State Flood Damage Data. 9 June 2011. Raw Data. National Wildlife Federation, 
Pacific Regional Center, Seattle.        

                                                       

 

 

 

 

                                                            
 

 
 


