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 At trial, the South Florida Water Management District had contended that the Lake and 
the Everglades were historically a single water body on the theory that water levels in both water 
bodies were essentially the same.  The following photographs of the old locks on the Miami 
Canal demonstrate that water from Lake Okeechobee historically flowed south from the Lake to 
the Everglades.  These locks were originally built in the early 1900’s, prior to the construction of 
the Hoover Dike that now rings the Lake.  [A concrete section of the Hoover Dike is visible in 
the background of photograph number 3].  As explained in the photographs of the signs shown in 
photographs 1 and 2, boats going from Lake Okeechobee into the River (now channelized and 
denominated the Miami Canal) had to be lowered by 3 to 4 feet as they went through the locks.  
Photographs 3, 4 and 5 show that the doors of the lock faced up stream so that the force of the 
higher water on the Lake Okeechobee side kept them closed.   
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