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we will

our mission 
Earthjustice is the premier nonprofit public 

interest environmental law organization.  

We wield the power of law and the strength of 

partnership to protect people’s health, preserve 

magnificent places and wildlife, advance clean 

energy and combat climate change. We are here 

because the earth needs a good lawyer.

Olga Santos, former farmworker, in the strawberry fields of Santa Maria, California
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In a year that scientists predict could be the hottest in recorded history, Americans are alive 
to the threats of  climate change. Awareness is growing of  all the harms associated with our 
continued dependence on fossil fuels, from life-threatening air pollution to explosive oil 
trains to extreme weather. A powerful climate movement is building, of  community leaders 
and health workers, conservationists and parents, spiritual leaders and so many others, all 
coming together to build a sustainable future powered by clean energy. To this movement 
Earthjustice brings the power of  the law, as we fight to end bailouts for dirty energy and 
drive clean energy solutions that also deliver sweeping health benefits in the form of  clean 
air and water. 

Fundamentally, we are determined to make our communities healthy and resilient, and 
to protect the natural world that sustains us. As you will read in the pages of  this annual 
report, we made landmark progress for people and the planet this year. And during the 
production of  this report we received news of  yet another  tremendous victory—a court 
decision upholding the protection of  roadless lands in Alaska’s Tongass National Forest, 
our nation’s largest and wildest national forest. Thanks to the tireless dedication of  our 
attorneys, who have been fighting to protect these lands for more than 20 years, the forest’s 
remaining wild and undeveloped areas are protected from logging and road-building. This 
victory exemplifies the effective, long-term litigation campaigns that we are committed to 
waging and winning. 

Our supporters make this work possible, and your commitment this year allowed us to 
keep fighting successfully on so many fronts. As part of  the Earthjustice team, you kept up 
the fight to block drilling in the Arctic Ocean, halted efforts to transform the West Coast 
into a transport hub for coal and oil trains, and won stronger protections for wolves in 
Wyoming and Idaho. You won important rulings that will better protect firefighters and 
families from hazardous flame-retardant chemicals, and secured another victory in the 
fight against mountaintop removal coal mining. And with your support, we have spurred 
reforms that could enable states like New York, Hawai‘i, California and Maryland to make 
a transformational shift to clean energy.

We have the capacity—and the commitment—to make this world a better place by 
investing in clean energy, healthy communities, and a vibrant, healthy natural world. 
Together, we can do this. We must do this. We will do this.

Thank you for your partnership and your passion. 

thank You
a letter from our president and chair

Trip Van Noppen
PresIdeNT

George Martin
CHAIr Of tHE BOArd Of trustEEs

Trip Van Noppen (left) and George Martin
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THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIP: 

Thanks to the united efforts of our supporters, 
staff, partners and clients, Earthjustice 
made remarkable progress on many fronts 
this fiscal year (July 2014-June 2015). The 
highlights presented here are just a sampling 
of the many court wins and legal advances  
we achieved; to learn more, please visit  
www.earthjustice.org/victories. None of  
them would be possible without you.  

victories
PRESERvINg REd ROCk COUNTRy 
utah’s famed red rock country is a scenic and recreational 
wonderland, with abundant wildlife, historic landmarks 
and archaeological treasures. A May 2015 court decision in 
our favor directed the federal government to move quickly 
to consider strengthening environmental protections for 
this magnificent landscape from the harm caused by 
destructive off-road vehicle use. 

ExPANdINg ACCESS TO CLEAN ENERgy
In Maryland, a state with a penchant for coal, we went  
“all in” to champion clean energy. Our efforts paid off  
when state regulators adopted our proposals to require 
aggressive utility investment in energy efficiency, making 
Maryland one of  the top five leaders on energy savings in 
the nation. Crucially, the state committed to making energy 
efficiency programs more broadly accessible to renters 
and limited-income customers, meaning that many more 
people can reap the benefits of  energy efficiency. thanks 
to community solar legislation that we helped pass this 
year, Maryland is also on track to make solar energy more 
broadly accessible. 

HASTENINg THE dECLINE OF COAL 
Coal-fired power plants are the nation’s biggest polluters, 
driving climate change and causing serious health 
problems. earthjustice works to kick our country’s 
dangerous coal habit by establishing and enforcing limits 
on coal plant pollution, and ensuring that industry pays 
the costs—which allows clean energy to outcompete coal. 
By making the case to utility regulators that coal plants are 
not the best economic choice for ratepayers, we secured 
announcements or binding commitments to stop burning 
coal at 26 power plants throughout the country—five 
in this past fiscal year alone—directly reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions by 74,815,125 tons annually. More 
broadly, our work to secure more stringent air, water 
and waste regulations has been instrumental in driving 
decisions to retire more than 200 coal plants across the 
country, saving tens of  thousands of  lives. 

RESTORINg MAUI’S FOUR gREAT WATERS
In October 2014, citizen activism and the power of  the 
law restored millions of  gallons of  daily flow to Maui’s 
native streams known as “the four Great Waters” for 
the first time in 150 years. Earthjustice, in partnership 
with community and conservation groups, has fought 
for decades to restore Hawaiian stream flows that were 
diverted for private use despite their importance to local 
communities, Native Hawaiian culture and a healthy 
environment. Our cases established a renowned and 
leading-edge precedent that water is a public trust.

A WIN FOR WHALES
In March 2015, Earthjustice won a federal court ruling 
that prompted the Navy to put vast swaths of  important 
Pacific Ocean habitat near California and Hawai‘i 
off-limits to weapons and sonar testing that can harm 
whales, dolphins and many other marine mammals.

FIgHTINg TO STOP OIL TRAINS
In a february 2015 decision in our favor, an official in 
Washington state blocked construction of  a crude oil rail 
facility near Anacortes, on the shores of  the salish sea. 
The facility would bring hundreds of  train cars loaded 
with explosive Bakken crude through the region each 
week, traveling along sensitive waterways and threatening 
communities—like seattle and Mt. Vernon—through 
which they pass. The project must now undergo a full 
review of  the risks to the environment and public health. 

Red rock country in Canyonlands National Park, Utah

Maui stream advocate Hōkūao Pellegrino and his 
daughter celebrate water’s return to the Wailuku River

Humpback whale
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“  Thousands of tired, nerve-shaken, over-civilized people are 
beginning to find out that going to the mountains is going home; 
that wildness is a necessity; and that mountain parks and 
reservations are useful not only as fountains of timber and irrigating 
rivers, but as fountains of life.” —John Muir  

ild nature is important to people for so many reasons. It provides 
a refuge from our bustling cities and busy lives. It’s a source 

of  wonder and spiritual sustenance, and is critically important to 
indigenous cultures and practices. It provides us with clean air 
and water. It’s where many of  us go to relax, play, observe 
and spend time with our families. And beyond its 
importance to humans, nature has an intrinsic value 
that deserves our respect. We’ve lost far too much of  
our irreplaceable wild world already, but much of  
great value remains—and together, we can and 
we must protect it. As the legal champion for 
wildlands, wildlife and oceans, earthjustice 
has been fighting for 44 years to protect the 
lifeblood that sustains us all and which 
will enable future generations to thrive. 
We’re not about to back down now.

W

preserving the wild
IN dEFENSE OF WOLvES 

Wolves in the lower 48 states were nearly eradicated 
due to human intolerance. Our persecution of  
wolves destroyed the balance of  predator and 
prey, and the effects rippled out through entire 
ecosystems. the Mexican gray wolf, for example—
the “lobo” that once roamed the American 
southwest—was exterminated from the wild. 
since the reintroduction of  captive Mexican gray 
wolves to the wild, the u.s. population has grown 
to just over 100, but the species remains the most 
endangered mammal in North America. 

earthjustice litigation has been instrumental in 
protecting wolves for more than two decades, 
helping populations rebound in key regions. But 
wolves are again under attack on multiple fronts—
including threats to remove federal protections 
from wolves across most of  the country. In the past 
year, earthjustice won two key victories for wolves, 
reinstating protections for them in Wyoming and 
halting a wolf  extermination program in Idaho. We 
also filed two lawsuits challenging the government’s 
inadequate efforts to bring the Mexican gray wolf  
back from the brink of  extinction. 

all lobos alive 
todaY descend from 
just seven wolves7

Mexican gray wolf

8
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THE FIgHT FOR THE ARCTIC 

One of the earth’s last great wild places, the Arctic 
Ocean is literally the last place on earth we should be 
drilling for oil and gas. Its rich ecosystem is home to 
wildlife like whales, walrus, seals and migratory birds, 
and is the foundation of the region’s indigenous cultures. 
Any spill in these remote, rugged seas would be next to 
impossible to clean up—and the government estimates a 
75 percent chance of one or more big spills if the oil and 
gas leases there are developed. And burning Arctic oil 
and gas would fan the flames of climate change, which 
already is warming the region twice as fast as the rest 
of the world. There’s no way around it: drilling spells 
disaster for the irreplaceable Arctic—and for the rest of 
the world. 

earthjustice has won several important legal victories 
stopping unwise drilling and forcing the government to 
reconsider. In september 2015, during production of 
this report, shell announced it will forego Arctic Ocean 
drilling for now. shortly thereafter, the administration 
canceled two upcoming lease sales and refused to 
extend the time period of existing leases—both huge 
wins for the region. But the threat to this fragile region 
remains severe. We continue to fight in court on many 
fronts and will now redouble our efforts to convince the 
administration to take oil and gas drilling off the table  
in the Arctic Ocean, permanently, and protect this 
special place.

“ The judge’s decision means 
the government can no 
longer turn a blind eye to 
the significant climate 
costs of its actions. This 
ruling is a win for forests,  
a win for our climate— 
and a win for all of us.” 

In september 2014, a federal judge overturned a 
government decision allowing a coal company to 
mine 10 million tons of  coal in Colorado’s wild and 
beautiful sunset roadless Area. the decision finalized 
an earlier ruling affirming that the government 
violated the law when it failed to account for the 
climate change impacts of  burning the coal. 

PERSPECTIVE: 
TEd ZUkOSkI 
Earthjustice attorney

“ what happens to  
the arctic matters 
to us all.” 

updates

Seattle activist Jerry Joyce, explaining 
his opposition to the Port of Seattle’s 
decision to allow Shell to homeport 
its Arctic drilling fleet there. In March 
2015, Earthjustice took legal action to 
challenge the Port’s deal with Shell.

Young protesters against Arctic drilling

Storm clouds over the Grand Canyon

Polar bear beside whale bones in the Arctic

gRANd CANyON
In september 2014, Earthjustice won another 
key victory defending a government ban on new 
uranium mining near the Grand Canyon—
mining that would scar the land and threaten 
the water supply of  the Havasupai Indians. 
On another front, we’re fighting a project 
that would transform a small community near 
the south rim of  the Grand Canyon into a 
sprawling resort complex, threatening water 
supplies and degrading the pristine quality of  
this awe-inspiring landscape. 

MId-ATLANTIC
rare cold-water corals in deep undersea 
canyons and slopes off  the mid-Atlantic coast 
will be protected thanks to years of  advocacy by 
earthjustice and a coalition of  partners. In June 
2015, damaging trawl, dredge and bottom long-
line fishing was prohibited in 38,000 square 
miles of  ocean, from southern Virginia to New 
York, where the rare corals are found—the 
largest protected area along the u.s. East Coast. 
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advancing 
clean energY 
and a healthY 
climate     
How will we power our future?
We can’t mine, drill and frack our way to a  
livable climate. The good news is that we  
have innovation on our side. 

ll across the country, change is happening remarkably fast: 
The cost to install solar panels on a home or business has 

dropped more than 50 percent just since 2009, and procuring 
wind power is now cheaper than building new gas plants. 
earthjustice is challenging standard assumptions that favor fossil 
fuels and forcing a fair accounting of  the economic, health, 
environmental and equity benefits that clean energy provides.  
The biggest barriers we face are no longer technological or 
economic, but political and regulatory. The energy solutions we 
need are ready and available—now it’s earthjustice’s job to bring 
that powerful truth to bear in the courts and utility commissions. 

FIgHTINg FOSSIL  
FUEL TRANSPORT  
ANd ExPORT

Across the country, people are 
fighting back against the dramatic 
surge in trains funneling coal and 
oil to ports along the west and east 
coasts. The boom brings with it not 
only more railway traffic but also 
proposals to expand refineries and 
build new shipping terminals. These 
plans threaten the health, safety and 
environment of  communities along 
rail lines and will lock the world into 
even greater dependence on fossil 
fuels. But more and more, people 
are coming together to say no—
that’s not the vision we have for our 
communities and our planet. 

Partnering with communities, 
conservation groups and tribes, 
earthjustice is demanding more 
thorough safety and environmental 
reviews for these projects in 
California, the Northwest and New 
York. Nationally, we helped build 
pressure for federal standards that we 
are now trying to strengthen in 
the courts.

Over the past year,  
our legal work has: 

•  Blocked construction of 
a refinery oil train facility 
in Washington state (see 
“Fighting to Stop Oil Trains,” 
page 6) 

•  Halted the expansion of an  
oil train facility in Albany,  
New York, designed to  
handle dirty tar sands oil 

•  Defended Oregon’s  
permit denial for a coal 
terminal expansion at the 
Port of Morrow on the  
Columbia River

50%
drop in cost of installed 
solar panels since 2009

Solar panels in Hawaì i

Congressional staff tour a wind turbine at the 
National Renewable Energy Laboratory in Golden, CO

A
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A clean energy revolution is sweeping the country.  
In its vanguard are states like Hawai‘i, California and 
New York that are seeking to reinvent the utility business. 
Earthjustice is fighting in these and other states for 
reforms that make a new utility business model possible, 
and to prevent power companies from using their 
influence to delay a genuine transition to clean power. 
In states where utilities are making every effort to kill the 
economics of  renewable energy and block investment in 
energy efficiency, we’re going to court to champion clean 
power as the best alternative for ratepayers.

Over the past year, we negotiated settlements in  
New York utility proceedings that require investments 
in microgrids, community solar projects and other 
resources that advance the state’s efforts to remake the 
utility business model. In California, we helped create 
a new market and roadmap for expanding demand 
response, the practice of  reducing energy use in homes 
and businesses to meet grid needs. We kept Kentucky 
on track to increase investment in energy efficiency and 
defeated utility roadblocks to installation of  rooftop solar 
in Indiana and New Mexico. 

“ Every state in the country 
has a role to play in 
creating the new clean 
energy economy that 
can fend off a climate 
crisis. With the Clean 
Power Plan, the states 
now have their playbook. 
We are compelling early, 
aggressive performance 
by the states so that we 
meet and exceed the 
plan’s goals.”
Earthjustice is defending the Clean Power Plan, which 
was announced by the administration in August, 
against attack and laying the groundwork for its 
successful implementation in the states.

PERSPECTIVE:  
ABIgAIL dILLEN
Earthjustice Vice President of Litigation for  
Climate and Energy

gREAT BARRIER REEF
Australia’s proposal to develop massive new  
coal mines and expand coal export terminals on the 
Great Barrier reef  coast poses an unprecedented 
threat to our global climate as well as to the reef  
and to the sacred ancestral lands of  indigenous 
Australians. At a time when the world must stop 
burning coal in order to avoid the worst impacts 
of  climate change, just one of  these mines—the 
proposed Carmichael Mine—would produce 
up to 60 million tons of  coal a year. Earthjustice 
is working with Australian lawyers, community 
groups, and indigenous groups to stop these huge 
new mines, safeguard our global climate and the 
irreplaceable Great Barrier reef, and protect the 
cultural heritage of  indigenous Australians.

THE ARCTIC
In April 2015, the Arctic Council—a high-level 
forum where the eight Arctic states establish 
regional policies—tackled climate change head-on 
by adopting a framework for reducing emissions 
of  black carbon and methane, powerful climate 
super-pollutants that are contributing to the rapid 
warming and ice melt underway in the Arctic. 
They are also short-lived in the atmosphere, so 
reducing emissions brings near-immediate climate 
benefit. representing the Arctic Athabaskan 
Council, an organization of  indigenous peoples, 
earthjustice had a seat at the table during 
negotiations over the framework, which is a critical 
first step forward in slowing Arctic warming. 

“ what’s amazing is how fast this 
field is evolving, even since a 
Year ago. we’re trYing to build 
the grid of the future. and we’re 
just getting started.” 

CREATINg PATHWAyS FOR CLEAN POWER

Earthjustice attorney Isaac Moriwake  
Our ongoing work in Hawaì i is setting  
the stage for powering the state with  
100 percent renewable energy— 
a mandate passed into law this year,  
thanks to work over many years by 
Earthjustice and our partners.  

updates

Earthjustice attorney Isaac Moriwake with his rooftop solar panels

Australia’s Great Barrier Reef



15 EARTHJUSTICE ANNUAL REPORT 2015 16

20,000
10,000

fighting 
for healthY 
communities 

PROTECTINg FARMWORkERS
FROM PESTICIdE POISONINg 

the united states employs nearly 2.5 million 
farmworkers, including hundreds of  thousands 
of  children, to grow and harvest the food we put 
on our tables. These workers perform physically 
demanding labor and are among the least 
protected from hazards on the job. They suffer 
10,000 to 20,000 reported pesticide poisonings 
every year, and their exposure to pesticides puts 
them at higher risk for long-term, chronic health 
effects like cancer, asthma and birth defects. 
farmworkers often live near treated fields, where 
pesticides can drift into their homes.

After more than a decade of  delays, the ePA 
finally announced stronger rules protecting 
farmworkers and their families from pesticides. 
earthjustice and a coalition of  partners worked 
in Congress, at the EPA and in the White 
House to help make this happen. With partner 
organizations like Lideres Campesinas, we 
shared the stories of  individuals from California 
to Florida who live with the reality of  pesticide 
exposure every day. together we organized a May 
2015 meeting between EPA head Gina McCarthy 
and farmworkers directly impacted by pesticides, 
and in June we organized a farmworker fly-in to 
Washington, d.C., where agricultural workers 
from around the country met with Administrator 
McCarthy, their congressional representatives, 
White House staff  and officials at the u.s. 
department of  Agriculture. These and other 
efforts brought decision-makers face to face with 
people whose real-life experiences are most keenly 
affected by this critical policy issue.

Our nation has made great 
strides in cleaning up air and 
water pollution, thanks to our 
bedrock environmental laws. 

owever, more than 138 million 
people—nearly 44 percent of  our 

population—live in regions where pollution 
levels often make the air too dangerous to 
breathe. earthjustice has long been a leader 
in the fight for strong national pollution 
standards to protect human health and the 
environment. We can and we must continue 
to close the health gap for those who live 
in polluted urban areas or near industrial 
plants, highways, mines and other major 
sources of  pollution. To that end, we’re 
partnering with some of  the most affected 
communities, both urban and rural, to make 
sure the rules are enforced where they’re 
needed most.

Eulalia Rios, former farmworker, in Apopka, Florida

H

reported 
pesticide 
poisonings 
everY Year

to
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 “ The estimated 18 million people who call this  
region home deserve to breathe clean air, and 
it starts with the ports of Los Angeles and Long 
Beach, which collectively pollute more than any 
fixed source of air pollution in the region.” 

PERSPECTIVE: AdRIAN MARTINEZ
Earthjustice attorney

CALIFORNIA
representing the California Professional 
firefighters and other groups, Earthjustice helped 
secure and then successfully defend California’s 
new rules governing furniture flammability, 
which will better protect firefighters and families 
nationwide from the hazards of  fires without 
using toxic flame-retardant chemicals. the rules 
were upheld by the courts in August 2014. 
“Flame-retardants added to furniture foam 
provide little, if  any, additional fire protection, 
but they do contribute to the toxic haze released 
in a fire. these inhalants are the major causes 
of  fire deaths and injuries, and have been linked 
to higher cancer rates among firefighters,” said 
earthjustice attorney eve Gartner.

FIgHTINg FOR CLEAN AIR 

the 1970 Clean Air Act has saved 
hundreds of  thousands of  lives and 
dramatically improved our air quality. 
Many of  these gains were the result of  
tenacious legal advocacy by earthjustice, 
in alliance with a broad coalition of  public 
health, community and environmental 
groups. Case by case, we’ve forced the 
government to strengthen air quality 
protections against harmful pollutants 
like particulate matter and ozone that can 
aggravate respiratory illnesses and heart 
disease. For example, our litigation forced 
the ePA to set strong new standards for soot 
pollution that will annually prevent as many 
as 15,000 premature deaths and reduce 
health costs by $118 billion. 

But much more remains to be done: More 
than four in ten Americans live in areas 
with unhealthy levels of  pollution. Over 
the past year, we made significant gains. In 
November 2014, the EPA—prompted by 
an earthjustice court victory—proposed 
to strengthen the standards for ozone 
(smog) pollution. But scientists and public 
health experts agree that more aggressive 
pollution cuts are needed to protect people, 
so we’re pressing for stronger standards. 
this past March, we coordinated meetings 
of  concerned individuals from around the 
country to tell the EPA and White House 
staff  about their personal experiences with 
air pollution and the need for a stronger 
standard. In addition to this work, in the 
past year we secured a court-ordered 
deadline for the ePA to identify areas across 
the nation that fail to meet new national 
standards for sulfur dioxide pollution, 
challenged regulations that would relax state 
enforcement of  national ozone standards, 
and pushed for tighter air pollution controls 
on refineries. these and many other cases 
aim to fulfill the Clean Air Act’s 45-year-old 
promise to protect the public health and 
welfare of  all communities from the adverse 
effects of  air pollution. Earthjustice attorney Jim Pew has been fighting for clean air for  

more than 20 years and currently helps to defend the EPA’s Mercury 
and Air Toxics Standards.

APPALACHIA
In October 2014, the d.C. district Court rejected all 
remaining industry challenges to the ePA’s historic veto of  
the spruce No. 1 Mine, clearing the path for the agency to 
stop mountaintop removal mines in their tracks. “Today’s 
court victory is a win for all Americans who believe our 
children deserve clean water and healthy lives without  
facing threats like cancer, birth defects and early death 
associated with mountaintop removal coal mining,” said 
Earthjustice attorney Emma Cheuse, who represented 
several Appalachian groups and continues to defend the  
veto on appeal.

COLOMBIA
In a victory for the people and environment of  Colombia, 
President Juan Manuel santos called for a halt to aerial 
spraying of  the herbicide glyphosate on coca fields in May 
2015. since the 1990s, Colombia has sprayed tremendous 
quantities of  glyphosate broadly over rural areas in an 
unsuccessful attempt to wipe out the illegal drug trade. 
Glyphosate has been linked to an array of  health problems, 
including cancer. this welcome news comes after 15 years of  
concerted advocacy by earthjustice’s International Program 
in collaboration with our partners at the Interamerican 
Association for environmental defense (AIdA).

“ children die of asthma. i’m a parent.  
i just can’t imagine losing Your child to 
asthma. i can’t imagine losing Your child 
at all, but losing a child unnecessarilY 
because we can’t be bothered to clean up 
pollution? that’s just incredible to me.”

Earthjustice’s Los Angeles office, officially established in 2015, is partnering 
with health, community and environmental groups in the region to 
dramatically increase clean energy and reduce pollution at the ports. 
We’re also fighting for stronger protections against soot and smog 
pollution in southern California, as well as improved air quality 
for communities near roads and freeways.

updates

Janet Rodgriguez, fifth-grade student from  
Oakland, CA, protesting at an EPA hearing on smog

Tony Stefani, retired 
San Francisco 
firefighter captain 
and cancer survivor
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financial report

The commitment and passion of  our donors made 
the fiscal year ending  June 30, 2015 (fY15) strong for 
Earthjustice. A $3 million increase in contributed support 
coupled with temporarily restricted revenue from the 
prior year fueled over $6 million in additional program 
investments this year. 

this was the final year of  a three-year strategic plan 
and reflected the first full year of  our new program 
leadership structure, with vice presidents of  litigation in 
each program area: Climate and Energy; Lands, Wildlife 
and Oceans; and Healthy Communities. Expenses also 
reflected additional staff  growth in our clean energy, 
oceans and health programs, as well as the expansion of  
our California program to include a Los Angeles office 
with dedicated staff  working on a range of  issues. 

Another noteworthy change to our financials since last 
year is an increase in our donated services from $3.9M to 
$6M, which reflects additional donated advertising and 
legal services. While not nearly as strong as last year, we 
saw a positive return on our investments during fY15, 
resulting in gains, interest and dividends totaling $1.1M, 
down from last year’s $5.6M. Our overall support base 
grew significantly as well, increasing from approximately 
73,000 donors to over 82,000 at fiscal year-end.

We are honored that Charity Navigator has awarded 
earthjustice its 4-star rating—the highest possible—
for the seventh consecutive year. earthjustice is also an 
accredited member of  the Better Business Bureau’s 
Wise Giving Alliance, meeting all 20 of  its standards for 
charity accountability and transparency.  

Our success depends on the trust and partnership 
of the individuals and foundations who support the 
crucial work that we do. Your support continues to 
be a source of inspiration to all of us. Thank you. 

REvENUES 2015 2014

Contributions 41,826,118   38,775,862 

Donated services  6,077,198   3,867,783 

Bequests  3,237,005   3,786,924 

Court awards  2,168,829   2,337,012 

Investment income  1,018,316   5,597,195 

Other income  79,945   79,803  

Total Revenues  $54,407,411   $54,444,579 

   

ExPENSES   

Program services   

 Litigation  24,643,857   21,873,069 

 Donated litigation services  3,226,732   1,621,622 

 Public information  10,071,303   8,825,983 

 Donated public  2,850,466   2,219,321 

      information services 

Total Program Services $40,792,358   $34,539,995 

Supporting services  

 Management & administrative  2,879,147   2,273,931 

 Fundraising  5,539,965   5,494,655 

Total Supporting Services  $8,419,112   $7,768,586  

Total Expenses  $49,211,470   $42,308,581 

    

CHANgE IN NET ASSETS  $5,195,941   $12,135,998 

ASSETS 2015 2014

Cash & investments  58,821,229   51,722,038 

Split-interest gift agreements  9,255,135   9,704,852 

Accounts receivable  5,828,894   6,382,754 

Property & equipment, net  3,630,420   2,447,048 

Other assets  1,454,082   1,178,785 

Total Assets  $78,989,760  $71,435,477 

   

LIABILITIES   

Accounts payable  2,272,503   1,562,937 

Accrued vacation payable  1,625,035   1,515,593 

Client trust funds  192,211   138,078 

Reserve for gift agreements  4,982,917   5,048,305 

Deferred lease liabilities  1,402,994  

Other liabilities  481,081   333,486 

Total Liabilities $10,956,741   $8,598,399 

   

NET ASSETS   

Unrestricted  51,697,559   44,988,386 

Temporarily restricted  14,887,627   16,400,859 

Permanently restricted  1,447,833   1,447,833 

   

Total Net Assets  $68,033,019   $62,837,078 

   

TOTAL LIABILITIES  $78,989,760   $71,435,477  

 & NET ASSETS

STATEMENT OF ACTIvITIES & CHANgE IN NET ASSETS STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

Great egret in Florida wetland

CONTRIBUTEd REvENUE 

Individuals 67%

Foundations 26%

Estate Gifts 7%

ExPENdITURES

Program Services 83%

Fundraising 11%

Administration 6%
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A  
Acadia Center

Alaska Center for the  

 Environment

Alaska Community Action  

 on Toxics

Alaska Wilderness League

Alaska Wilderness Recreation  

 & Tourism Association

American Beekeeping   

 Federation

American Canoe Association

American Honey Producers  

 Association

American Lung Association

American Nurses Association

American Rivers 

Amigos Bravos

Anacostia Riverkeeper

Anacostia Watershed  

 Society

Anglers Conservation  

 Network

Animal Welfare Institute

Apalachicola Riverkeeper

Appalachian Mountain Club

Appalachian Voices

Arctic Athabaskan Council

Arkansas Canoe Club

Asian Pacific Environmental  

 Network

Association of Irritated  

 Residents

Audubon Society of Portland

Audubon Society of the  

 Everglades

B  
Badlands Conservation  

 Alliance

Baltimore Harbor  

 Waterkeeper

Baykeeper and its  

 Deltakeeper Chapter

Beyond Pesticides

Biodiversity Conservation  

 Alliance

Blackfeet Headwaters  

 Alliance

BlueGreen Alliance

Blue Ridge Environmental  

 Defense League

Blue Water Baltimore

Breast Cancer Fund  

Buffalo River Watershed  

 Alliance

C  
California Communities  

 Against Toxics

California Rural Legal  

 Assistance Foundation

California Sportfishing  

 Protection Alliance

California Trout

Californians Against Waste  

 Foundation

Californians for Pesticide  

 Reform

Cascadia Wildlands

Catskill Mountainkeeper 

Center for Biological Diversity 

Center for Environmental  

 Health 

Center for Environmental Law  

 and Policy

Center for Food Safety

Center for International  

 Environmental Law

Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Chesapeake Climate Action  

 Network

Chickaloon Village Tribal  

 Council

Citizens Action Coalition of  

 Indiana

Citizens Campaign for the  

 Environment 

Citizens for Alternatives to  

 Radioactive Dumping

Citizens For East Shore Parks

Citizens Utility Board

City of Albany Council 

 Members

City of Berkeley

City of Richmond

Clean Air Council 

Clean Water Action

Clean Water Fund

Climate Solutions

Coal River Mountain Watch

Coalition for a Safe   

 Environment

Coalition of NPS Retirees

Colorado Environmental  

 Coalition

Colorado Mountain Club

Columbia Riverkeeper

Communities for a Better  

 Environment

Concerned Citizens for  

 Nuclear Safety

Connecticut Coalition for  

 Environmental Justice

CONSELVA: Costas y  

 Comunidades

Conservancy of Southwest  

 Florida

Conservation Action Trust

Conservation Colorado  

 (formerly Colorado  

 Environmental Coalition)

Conservation Council for  

 Hawaì i

Conservation Law  

 Foundation

Conservation Northwest

Cook Inlet Keeper

Coos Waterkeeper

CORALations

Cornucopia Institute

Council of Canadians

Council on Foundations

d  
D Rivers United

Defenders of Wildlife

Defensa Ambiental del  

 Noroeste 

Del Amo Action Committee

Delaware River Shad  

 Fishermen’s Association

Delaware Riverkeeper  

 Network 

Delaware-Otsego Audubon  

 Society

Deltakeeper (A Chapter of  

 San Francisco Baykeeper)

Denton Drilling Awareness  

 Group

Desert Citizens Against  

 Pollution

Diné Citizens Against Ruining  

 Our Environment 

Downwinders at Risk

E  
Earthworks 

EcoCheyenne

Environment & Human  

 Health Inc.

Environment Colorado

Environmental Action  

 Committee of West Marin

Environmental Advocates  

 of New York

Environmental Confederation  

 of Southwest Florida

Environmental Defence  

 (Canada)

Environmental Defense Fund 

Environmental Integrity  

 Project

Environmental Law and  

 Policy Center

Environmental Protection  

 Information Center 

Environmental Working  

 Group

Evergreen Islands

Ezra Prentice Homes Tenants  

 Association

F  
Farm Labor Organizing  

 Committee

Farmworker Justice

Farmworker Pesticide Project

Farmworkers Association  

 of Florida

Federation of Fly Fishers

Florida Defenders of  

 the Environment

Florida Wildlife Federation

Food & Water Watch

ForestEthics

Forest Issues Group

French Board Riverkeeper

Friends of Columbia Gorge

Friends of Living Oregon  

 Waters

Friends of Pocosin 

 Lake Refuge

Friends of the Boundary  

 Waters Wilderness

Friends of the Clearwater

Friends of the Earth

Friends of the Everglades

Friends of the Gorge

Friends of the River

Friends of the San Juans

Friends of the Sea Otter

Friends of the West Shore

Friends of the Wild Swan

Fruit Valley Neighborhood  

 Association

g  
Gas Free Seneca

Gateway Striper Club

Glacier-Two Medicine Alliance

Grand Canyon Trust

Great Basin Resource Watch

Great Burn Study Group

Great Egg Harbor River  

 Council

Great Egg Harbor Watershed  

 Association Trustees

Great Old Broads for  

 Wilderness

Great Rivers Environmental  

 Law Center

Greater Yellowstone Coalition 

Green Science Policy  

 Institute

Greenpeace

Grupo Ecológico Manglar

Guardianes del Agua

Gulf Restoration Network

Gunpowder Riverkeeper

H  
Havasupai Tribe

Hawaì i Audubon Society

Hawaì i Solar Energy   

 Association

Hawaì i Wildlife Fund

Heal Utah

High Country Citizens  

 Alliance

Hui o Nā Wai ‘Ehā 

Humane Society of the  

 United States

Huron Environmental  

 Activist League

I  
Ichetucknee Alliance

Idaho Conservation League

Idaho Council of  

 Trout Unlimited

Idaho Rivers United

Idaho Steelhead &  

 Salmon Unlimited

Idaho Wildlife Federation

Institute for Fisheries  

 Resources

Inupiat Community of  

 the Arctic Slope

J  
Jackson Hole Conservation  

 Alliance

Japan Environmental  

 Lawyers Federation

k  
Karuk Tribe

Kentuckians for the  

 Commonwealth 

Kilauea Neighborhood  

 Association

Kingman Park Civic  

 Association

Klamath Forest Alliance

Klamath Riverkeeper

Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands  

 Center (KS Wild)

L  
La Habra Heights Watch

Limu Coalition

Louisiana Bucket Brigade

Louisiana Environmental  

 Action Network 

Louisiana Shrimp  

 Association

Lower Susquehanna  

 Riverkeeper 

Lummi Indian Tribal  

 Community

M  
Maricopa Audubon Society

Maui Meadows Homeowners  

 Association

Maui Tomorrow

Medical Advocates for  

 Healthy Air

Methow Valley Citizens  

 Council

Michigan Environmental  

 Council

Migrant Clinicians Network

Minnesota Center for  

 Environmental Advocacy

Moapa Tribe Band of Paiutes

Montana Environmental  

 Information Center

Montana Wilderness  

 Association

Montanans Against Toxic  

 Burning

Mothers of Marin Against  

 the Spray

clients

As the world’s premier public-interest 
environmental law organization,  
we represent a wide diversity of 
clients, from small grassroots groups 
to large national organizations.  
Thanks to the generous support of 
individual donors and foundations,  
we are able to represent our clients 
free of charge, which allows us to 
choose cases strategically, rather 
than based on a client’s ability to pay. 
In addition to the hundreds of clients 
listed here that we formally represent, 
there are scores of others with whom 
we partner, co-counsel and ally to 
achieve our goals.
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N  
National Association for the  

 Advancement of  

 Colored People 

National Audubon Society

National Family Farm  

 Coalition

National Honey Advisory  

 Board

National Parks Conservation  

 Association 

National Pollinator  

 Defense Fund

National Trust for  

 Historic Preservation

National Wildlife Federation

Natural Resources  

 Council of Maine

Natural Resources  

 Defense Council 

Nebraska Environmental  

 Action Coalition

Neighbors for Clean Air

New Jersey Work  

 Environment Council  

 (NJWEC)

North Carolina Environmental  

 Justice Network

North Sound Baykeeper

Northcoast Environmental  

 Center

Northern Alaska  

 Environmental Center

Northern California Council  

 of the Federation  

 of Fly Fishers

Northern Plains 

 Resource Council

Northwest Coalition for  

 Alternatives to Pesticides

Northwest Energy Coalition

Northwest Environmental  

 Defense Center 

Northwest Resource  

 Information Center

Northwest Sportfishing  

 Industry Association

O  
Ocean Conservancy

Ocean Mammal Institute

Ocean River Institute

Oceana

Ohio Citizen Action

Ohio Valley Environmental  

 Coalition

Oil & Gas Accountability  

 Project

Oil Change International

Okanogan Wilderness  

 League

OMB Watch

Oregon Aviation Watch

Oregon Environmental  

 Council

Oregon Neighbors for  

 Clean Air

Oregon Toxics Alliance

Oregon Wild

Organized Village of Kake

Our Children’s Earth  

 Foundation

Ozark Society

P  
Pace Energy and  

 Climate Center

Pacific Coast Federation of  

 Fishermen’s Associations 

Pacific Environment

Pamlico-Tar River Foundation

Partnership for Policy  

 Integrity

Patuxent Riverkeeper

PennFuture 

Pesticide Action Network—  

 North America 

Pesticide Watch, Pesticide  

 Watch Education Fund

Physicians for Social  

 Responsibility

Pilsen Environmental Rights  

 and Reform Organization

Pineros y Campesinos   

 Unidos del Noroeste 

Po‘ai Wai Ola

Potomac Riverkeeper

Powder River Basin  

 Resource Council

Prairie Rivers Network 

Public Citizen

Public Employees for  

 Environmental  

 Responsibility 

Puget Soundkeeper Alliance

Q  
Quiet Use Coalition

Quinault Indian Nation

R  
RE Sources for Sustainable  

 Communities

Red Rock Forests

Resisting Environmental  

 Destruction on  

 Indigenous Lands 

Rock Creek Alliance

Rock the Earth

Rocky Mountain Wild  

 (formerly Center for  

 Native Ecosystems)

Rosemere Neighborhood  

 Association

Rural Empowerment  

 Association for  

 Community Help (REACH)

S  
Sacramento River  

 Preservation Trust

Salmon for All

San Francisco Baykeeper

San Juan Citizens Alliance

San Pedro Peninsula  

 Homeowner's Coalition

Save Our Creeks

Save Our Seashore

Save the Dugong Foundation

Save the Valley

Sea Mar Community  

 Health Center

Sea Turtle Restoration Project

Seattle Audubon Society

Shenandoah Riverkeeper

Sierra Club

Sightline Institute

Sound Action

Southeast Alaska  

 Conservation Council

Southern Alliance for  

 Clean Energy 

Southern Appalachian  

 Mountain Stewards

Southern Utah  

 Wilderness Alliance 

Spokane Riverkeeper

St. Johns Riverkeeper

Statewide Organizing for  

 Community  

 Empowerment

Stewards of the Lower  

 Susquehanna

Stop the Spray East Bay

Stop the Spray  

 San Francisco

Sugar Law Center

Suquamish Indian  

 Tribal Community

Surfrider Foundation

Swinomish Indian  

 Tribal Community

T  
Tennessee Clean 

 Water Network 

Tennessee Water  

 Quality Control Board

The Bay Institute

The Boat Company

The Mexican Center  

 for Environmental Law 

The MOM Hui

The Wilderness Society 

Theodore Gordon Flyfishers

TN Water Quality 

 Control Board

To’ Nizhoni Ani

Tongass Conservation  

 Society

Toxic Free North Carolina

Trout Unlimited

Tulalip Indian  

 Tribal Community

Turtle Island  

 Restoration Network

U  
United Farm Workers 

United Paperworkers  

 International Union

Utah Native Plant Society

Utah Physicians for  

 a Healthy Environment

Utah Rivers Council

v  
Valley Watch

Voices for Progress

Vote Solar Initiative

Voyageurs National 

 Park Association

W 
Washington Environmental  

 Council

Washington Wildlife  

 Federation

Waterkeeper Alliance

Waterkeepers Chesapeake

WaterWatch of Oregon

West Maui Preservation  

 Association

West Oakland Environmental  

 Indicators Project

West Virginia Highlands  

 Conservancy

Western Colorado Congress 

Western Resource Advocates

Western Watersheds  

 Project, Inc.

WildEarth Guardians 

Wilderness Watch

Wilderness Workshop 

Wildlands CPR

Winnemem Wintu Tribe

Women’s Voices for the Earth 

World Wildlife Fund

Wrangell Resources Council

Wyoming Outdoor Council

Wyoming Wildlife Advocates

Individuals
1 Coral Reef Advocate

1 Resident of Sierra Vista,  

 Arizona

2 East Coast Fishermen

2 Marine Scientists 

2 Mid-Atlantic Fishermen

2 Northwest Fishermen

2 Pennsylvania Landowners

3 Beekeepers

3 Former and Current Local  

 Officials of New Freedom,  

 York County, Pennsylvania

3 Hawaì i County Farmers 

3 New England Fishermen

4 Mid-Pacific Fishermen

4 Residents near Horse  

 Creek, DeSoto County, FL

4 Residents of Montana

6 Residents of Uniontown,  

 Alabama

9 Residents of the City of  

 Rochelle, Georgia

65 Citizens of La Oroya

Ratepayer and Community  

 Intervenors

“ Port communities that are exploited 
by the goods-movement industry do 
not have the resources to fight for 
justice on their own. Our experience 
has left us with an understanding 
that the leadership and protection 
we need is not to be found among 
government agencies or elected 
officials. Earthjustice provides that 
leadership for us through the advocacy 
of Adrian Martinez, who always brings 
intelligence, expertise and credibility 
to the table. We are forever grateful.” 
 
kATHLEEN WOOdFIELd 
VICE PRESIDENT, SAN PEDRO PENINSULA 
HOMEOWNER’S COALITION

Port of Los Angeles in San Pedro
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Bison on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation
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Thanks to the commitment and 
generosity of our supporters, 
Earthjustice is the leader in using 
the power of the law to protect 
the right of all people to a healthy 
environment. Support from 
individuals and foundations is 
the lifeblood of our work. You help 
us take on the most important 
challenges of our time—and stick 
with them until we win.

our supporters

Thank you.

Wild mushrooms and moss in Alaska’s Tongass National Forest
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