May 20, 2015

Dear Members of Congress,

As organizations and businesses from around the country, we urge you as Members of
Congress to vote against any budget reconciliation bill that auctions off the coastal plain of the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge for oil drilling. The Arctic Refuge is not a bargaining chip—it is
home to an irreplaceable ecosystem and vital to the cultural survival of the Gwich'in Nation.

Set aside decades ago for protection, the Arctic Refuge is one of the most ecologically sensitive
and culturally significant landscapes in the world. Bears, moose, wolves, muskoxen and over
250 species of migratory birds call the Arctic Refuge home, and each year the 218,000
Porcupine Caribou herd migrates to the Refuge's coastal plain to give birth to their young. Oil
and gas drilling in the Arctic Refuge would threaten the integrity of this critical ecosystem, and in
turn, jeopardize the wellbeing and food security of the communities that depend on it. For this
reason, the Gwich'in Nation, who have lived in the region for thousands of years, strongly
opposes any oil and gas development in the coastal plain of the Arctic Refuge. The Gwich'in
Nation has made their stance clear: the coastal plain is sacred, and it must remain protected.
We stand with them in their fight for human rights, food security, and the preservation of their
way of life.

The consequences of drilling here don't stop at the Refuge's borders. Drilling for oil in the Arctic
Refuge will exacerbate the climate crisis in an area that is already ground zero for climate
change. The Arctic is warming four times faster than the rest of the planet, and what happens
here affects the entire globe—melting ice, rising sea levels, and disrupted weather patterns.
Drilling in the Arctic Refuge is estimated to unleash 7.7 billion metric tons of CO.—the same as
putting 1.5 million more cars on the road for 40 years—which would accelerate the climate crisis
and fuel stronger and more life-threatening storms around the globe. We simply cannot afford
this climate catastrophe.

Despite the grave climate, ecological, and human rights implications to drilling in the coastal
plain, the Trump administration is pushing to open the Arctic Refuge to oil and gas leasing yet
again as a supposed revenue-generating measure in the budget reconciliation process. But
drilling in the Arctic Refuge won't lower the price at the pump and won't even make a dent in
offsetting the proposed billions in tax cuts to billionaires.

Case in point: When Congress approved leasing in 2017, it was promised that sales would
generate $1.8 billion. But after two failed lease sales, the reality is clear: Big Qil didn't show up.
No major banks will finance drilling in the Arctic Refuge. No major insurers will cover it. The oil
industry itself knows this is a bad bet, yet some in Congress are pushing the same failed
playbook—offering up public lands for private profits while taxpayers, wildlife, and future
generations pay the price.



As a voice for our public lands, we the undersigned demand that the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge is protected from harmful oil and gas development. What happens in the Refuge
impacts all Americans. The Arctic Refuge is not for sale, and it definitely shouldn't be part of a
smart budget reconciliation bill. We call on you to vote against any budget that includes an
Arctic Refuge drilling program and to stand up for the climate, wildlife, and communities that

depend on it.
On behalf of the 129 undersigned,
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