November 17, 2025

Re: Oppose CRA Overturning Commonsense Management for the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge Leasing Program

Dear Leader Thune, Speaker Johnson, Leader Schumer, and Leader Jeffries:
CC: Members of Congress

On behalf of 140 groups and organizations, we write to urge your opposition to S.J.Res. 91 and
H.J.Res.131, which would utilize the Congressional Review Act (CRA) to strike down the
Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) 2024 Record of Decision (ROD) for the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge’s Coastal Plain Leasing Program. This misguided use of the CRA would
overturn the recent ROD that intended to address some of the most glaring legal issues with the
2020 Trump administration plan and to provide some additional protections for polar bear
habitat and the calving ground of the Porcupine Caribou Herd.

Protecting the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is supported by the majority of
the American public and has enjoyed decades of bipartisan support in Congress. After the
region was opened to oil and gas in 2017, two oil and gas lease sales resulted in no industry
interest, and no oil and gas company currently holds leases there. Nearly every major bank and
insurer has pledged to not finance drilling in this region, recognizing its special importance and
the fact that this iconic region is too expensive and too remote for any drilling to be profitable.
That assessment of oil and gas’ dismal prospects here was recently supported by the
nonpartisan Taxpayers for Common Sense, whose analysis found that even under a
pro-development administration, drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge would not bring in
any real return to taxpayers or private entities. Instead of using the CRA to overturn another
land management plan without any input from the public, Congress should stop the political
seesaw of management, and instead pass bipartisan protections for the Coastal Plain.

The impacts of using the CRA to overturn the ROD would cause regulatory chaos for all
interested parties in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, from oil and gas lessees, to Tribal and
subsistence users, to recreation and guiding interests. If this ROD was overturned, there would
be no clarity as to what plan would remain in place governing the Coastal Plain, as the
Department of the Interior has previously found that the former Trump administration ROD and
environmental impact statement (EIS) had multiple legal deficiencies and are currently being
challenged in court. A CRA to overturn the 2024 plan would add even more uncertainty to oil
and gas leasing and conservation and management decisions in the Refuge.

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is one of America’s most irreplaceable landscapes and the
area and the wildlife that depend on it have been stewarded for millennia by Indigenous people.
The Arctic Refuge encompasses 19.6 million acres of wild lands, larger than the state of West
Virginia. Hundreds of wildlife species rely on the Arctic Refuge’s habitat, including polar bears,
foxes, migratory birds, and caribou. Notably, the Gwich’in Nation relies on the Porcupine



Caribou Herd as a main food source and a cornerstone of their culture, and any development
would impact the migration patterns and the Gwich’in way of life. The climate threat of burning
Arctic Refuge oil is immense, with BLM estimating an additional 25 million tons of greenhouse
gas emissions throughout the lifetime of the leasing program. Finally, oil and gas leasing in the
Refuge is wildly unpopular with the American public: the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is an
iconic, globally significant landscape that supports thriving wildlife and sustains subsistence
traditions for communities across America’s Arctic. This measure is the latest in a recent line of
legislative attacks to sell off our public lands, and we urge you to oppose this misuse of the

CRA.

Thank you,
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