BORDER WALL FACT SHEET

@) American taxpayers have spent approximately $18.74 billion to construct over 700 miles
of damaging, ineffective border wall." Congress must not provide any further wall construction
funding and end this waste of valuable resources on political theatrics and a deadly photo
backdrop. A recent House Budget Committee draft outline for budget reconciliation proposes an
additional $35.8 billion for border wall for the House Homeland Security Committee. The Senate
version of the budget resolution also proposes billions for border wall.

(0] The Congressional Research Service, the General Accountability Office, and the
Department of Homeland Security Inspector General’s Office have criticized the methodology
used related to border wall, including failure to analyze alternative means of deterrence, lack of
cost estimates for operation and maintenance of the wall (an early estimate was 15% annually of
total costs) and lack of analysis regarding the effectiveness of the wall in meeting CBP’s goals."

@) The border wall has been ineffective against drug trafficking or irregular crossings,
especially in remote areas of the borderlands." Breeches in some areas occur multiple times a
day, as demonstrated by time and date that welders note on the repaired bollards. There is also
unprecedented increase in spinal and brain injuries and deaths from border wall falls."

0] In the 2005 REAL ID Act, Congress granted the Secretary of Homeland Security
authority to waive all legal requirements that the Secretary, in his or her sole discretion,
determined necessary to expedite border barrier and road construction.” To date, 83 laws have
been waived, including procurement and contracting laws, laws to protect religious freedom,
environmental laws, laws protecting Native Americans, communities, wildlife, farmland,
archaeological sites, coastal management, national park land and national wildlife refuges,
wilderness, and air and water. The waivers have included all state, local and other legal
requirements related to the same subject matter as the waived federal laws.

@) Numerous federally recognized tribes live in the borderlands and wall construction has
had devastating effects on tribal cultural sites and on tribal resources. Burial sites have been both
blown up and dug up, water sources have been affected, sacred plants have been destroyed and
lands have been badly eroded and religious practices have been disrupted.”!

0 The border wall harms wildlife in many ways: destroying habitat, blocking migration
routes, potentially creating genetic bottlenecks, trapping and drowning animals during floods, and
cutting off food and water sources."' The wall bisects some of the most sensitive habitat in the
United States including many of our nation’s most prized national wildlife refuges, forests, parks
and wilderness areas and encompassing the ranges of more than 1,500 plants and animals
including 83 species listed under the Endangered Species Act such as the critically imperiled
Mexican wolf, jaguar, ocelot, bighorn sheep, and Sonoran pronghorn. A peer reviewed 2024
camera study along the Arizona border revealed an 86% reduction in wildlife crossings compared
to places with vehicle barriers." It has also severely degraded recreational activities on these
highly valued public lands.

0] In Texas, where the border is in the middle of the Rio Grande River, much of the adjacent
land is on private land that must be obtained through eminent domain or sale. Nineteen
communities in Texas, from EI Paso to Brownsville, have passed resolutions against the border
wall. If the Trump wall is built throughout Texas, land roughly equivalent to Rhode Island would
be left between the river and the wall.
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For more information please contact Mary Beth Beetham at Defenders of Wildlife,
mbeetham@defenders.org; Cameron Walkup at Earthjustice, cwalkup@earthjustice.org; or
Jenny Johnson at the Southern Border Communities Coalition, jjohnson@southernborder.org.
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