June 15th, 2022

Dear Chair Pingree,

We respectfully request that you include language that recognizes the importance of conserving
our country’s mature and old-growth forests on federal lands for their climate, biodiversity,
community, and other values in the FY2023 Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies
appropriations report language.

In the Earth Day Executive Order 14072, Strengthening the Nation's Forests, Communities, and
Local Economies, the Biden Administration established mature and old-growth forest
conservation as a cornerstone of U.S. climate policy. Urgent action on this Executive Order is
needed to conserve the older trees and stands we have left on federal forest lands to address the
threats these forests face today, including the pressing threat of logging.

The United States is facing twin societal and ecological crises from the impacts of climate
change and biodiversity loss and must prioritize solutions that match the scale of the threat.
Conservation and recovery of mature and old-growth trees and forests on federal lands represents
a cost-effective, near-term natural climate solution that can help us address these twin threats by
simultaneously sequestering and storing carbon pollution and safeguarding imperiled species.

Older forest protections are complementary to federal agencies' efforts to achieve numerous
other management objectives, including climate resilience, access to clean drinking water for
communities, wildfire resilience, and world-class fishing and hunting and other outdoor
recreation opportunities. Further, conservation of mature and old-growth forests will also help
position the United States as an international leader in forest conservation and natural climate
solutions, offering a model for other nations to follow.

In implementing this Executive Order, the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management must
act quickly, consulting scientific knowledge to define, inventory, and identify all existing threats
to these forests, including logging, and rapidly develop and implement durable policy solutions
to address those threats and protect and conserve these old trees and forests. A scientifically
robust approach and an active effort to solicit public engagement are necessary for successful
outcomes. We look to you and your committee to ensure a transparent, timely process.

Sincerely,
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