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Resolution 24-05-04 

Support for the Protection of the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge for Black Brant Conservation 

WHEREAS, the Native Village of Paimiut is one of the 573 federally recognized Tribes in the 
United States of America, and one of the 227 federally recognized Alaska Tribes by the United States 
Department of Interior-Bureau of Indian Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, the Native Village of Paimiut Traditional Council is the governing body of the Native 
Village of Paimiut and serves at the pleasure of the Tribal Members of the Native Village of Paimiut; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Native Village of Paimiut is fully authorized to act on behalf of the Native Village 
of Paimiut Tribal members in matters arising under the Indian Self-Determination Act of 1975, P.L. 
93-638, as amended, 25 U.S.C. 450 et. Seq (hereby the "Act'); and 

WHEREAS, the Native Village of Paimiut, as a sovereign Tribal government, holds a deep respect 
for the natural environment and recognizes the importance of preserving ecosystems for future 
generations; and 

WHEREAS, the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge, located in the Alaska Peninsula and 
encompassing critical habitat for wildlife, including the black brant (Branta bernicla nigricans), 
serves as a vital migratory stopover and breeding ground for numerous avian species; and 

WHEREAS, the black brant, a species of concern, relies heavily on the Izembek National Wildlife 
Refuge during its annual migration, utilizing the refuge's rich intertidal habitat for feeding and 
resting, thereby playing a significant role in the ecological balance of the region; and 

WHEREAS, the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge faces various threats, including proposed 
development projects and changes in land management practices that could negatively impact the 
refuge's ecological integrity and disrupt the black brant's habitat; and 

WHEREAS, it is incumbent upon the Native Village of Paimiut to advocate for the protection and 
preservation of the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge and its critical importance for black brant 
conservation, in alignment with Tribal values and stewardship principles; 

WHEREAS, the Native Village of Paimiut prioritizes the marine alternative over any other 
alternatives to the proposed road; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, by the Traditional Council of the Native Village of Paimiut, that: 
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Estelle Thomson, President 
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Section l: The Native Village of Paimiut reaffirms its commitment to the protection and preservation 
of the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge as a critical habitat for black brant and other wildlife 
species. 
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Section 2: The Traditional Council hereby expresses its strong support for measures aimed at 
conserving and maintaining the ecological integrity of the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge, 
including opposing any development projects or land management practices that could harm the 
refuge's wildlife habitat. 

Section 3: The Native Village of Paimiut calls upon federal, state, and local authorities, as well as 
relevant stakeholders, to prioritize the long-term protection of the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge 
and to collaborate with Tribal governments and conservation organizations in efforts to safeguard 
this vital ecosystem. 

Section 4: The Native Village of Paimiut strongly urges all involved to consider the marine 
alternative to be the best option. 

Section 5: The Traditional Council authorizes the Tribal Administrator to transmit copies of this 
resolution to appropriate government officials, agencies, and entities to convey the stance of the 
Native Village of Paimiut on the protection of the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge. 

Section 6: This resolution shall be effective immediately upon passage. 

Certification: 

I hereby certify that the Native Village of Paimiut adopted this resolution on Mai? f , 2024 with a 
quorum being established. This resolution was passed by a vote of Syeas, 0 nays and (3 abstain. 

5/9~/'-t-  aS S /~ ,,h-~ - 
Date Colleen Timmer, Tribal Administrator Date 
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Norton Bay Watershed Council 
Resolution #04-2024 

 
Support for the Protection of the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge for Black Brant and 
Emperor Geese Conservation and Standing United in Opposition to a Proposed Road 
and / or a Land Transfer within the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge 
 
WHEREAS, the Norton Bay Watershed Council represents ten (10) of the 573 federally 
recognized Tribes in the United States of America, and ten (10) of the 227 federally 
recognized Alaska Tribes by the United States Department of Interior-Bureau of Indian 
Affairs; and 
 
WHEREAS, members of the Native Villages of Elim, Teller, Brevig Mission, Shaktoolik, 
Golovin, Shishmaref, Mary’s Igloo, Chinik Eskimo Community, White Mountain and Saint 
Michael which are each represented on the NBWC Board of Directors, and have 
demonstrated commitment and sacrifice for the conservation, restoration and 
sustainable management of Norton Bay Watershed subsistence resources, to provide for 
healthy and sustainable populations; and 
 
WHEREAS, Subsistence Resources on the Seward Peninsula of Alaska are part of 
Villages' identities as Yup'ik and Inupiag people, and is as important to them for 
subsistence and other traditional uses and as part of their cultural identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Norton Bay Watershed Council has been established as a Watershed 
Council of the ten (10) tribes that is overseen by tribal representatives from each of the 
ten (10) tribes in the Norton Bay Region which is vast and made up of diverse terrain. 
 
WHEREAS, the Norton Bay Watershed Council; is comprised of ten (10) sovereign Tribal 
governments, holds a deep respect for the natural environment and recognizes the 
importance of preserving ecosystems for future generations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge, located in the Alaska Peninsula and 
encompassing critical habitat for wildlife, including the Black Brant and Emperor Geese, 
serves as a vital migratory stopover and breeding ground for numerous duck, geese and 
other avian species; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Black Brant, Emperor Geese are species of concern, rely heavily on the 
Izembek National Wildlife Refuge during their annual migration, utilizing the refuge's rich 
intertidal habitat for feeding and resting, thereby playing a significant role in the 
ecological balance of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta Region; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge faces various threats, including and 
proposed road and land exchange and other proposed development projects. Changes in 
land management practices could negatively impact the refuge's and Norton Bay’s 
ecological integrity and biodiversity and disrupt the Black Brant's and Emperor Geese 
habitat; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is incumbent upon the Norton Bay Watershed Council to advocate for the 
protection and preservation of the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge and its critical 
importance for Black Brant and Emperor Geese conservation, in alignment with Tribal 
values and stewardship principles; 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Norton Bay Watershed Council demands a 90 – 
120-day comment period, a hearing in Nome and Kotzebue pertaining to the 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and an ANILCA 810 Subsistence Hearing 
and Workshop also in Nome and Kotzebue. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Norton Bay Watershed Council 
requests a virtual Government to Government meeting with Department of Interior 
Secretary Deborah Haaland, and Department of Acting Assistant Secretary Laurie Daniel-
Davis. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED by the Norton Bay Watershed Council 
that: 
 
Section 1: the Norton Bay Watershed Council affirms our commitment to the protection 
and preservation of the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge as a critical habitat for Black 
Brant, Emperor Geese and other wildlife species. 
 
Section 2: the Norton Bay Watershed Council hereby expresses our strong support for 
measures aimed at conserving and maintaining the ecological integrity of the Izembek 
National Wildlife Refuge, including opposing any development projects, proposed roads, 
or land management practices that could harm the refuge's wildlife and Yukon 
Kuskokwim Delta habitat. 
 
Section 3: the Norton Bay Watershed Council calls upon federal, state, and local 
authorities, as well as relevant stakeholders, to prioritize the long-term protection of the 
Izembek National Wildlife Refuge and to collaborate with Tribal governments in efforts to 
safeguard the purposes of the refuge and this vital ecosystem. 
 
Section 4: The Norton Bay Watershed Council authorizes staff, consultants and partner 
organizations to transmit copies of this resolution to appropriate government officials, 
agencies, and entities to convey the stance of the Norton Bay Watershed Council for the 
protection of the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge. 
 
Section 5:  the Norton Bay Watershed Council formally requests the USFW to fully 
analyze the marine alternative in the Izembek Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (SEIS) and the Norton Bay Watershed Council formally opposes a road 
through the Izembek Refuge; and we support the selection of the marine alternative as it 
is least impactful to the fragile habitat within the Refuge. 
 
Section 6: This resolution shall be effective immediately upon passage. Certification: 
I hereby certify that the Norton Bay Watershed Council adopted this resolution on 
September 25, 2024, with a quorum being established. This resolution was passed by a 
vote of 8 yeas, 0 nays and 0 abstain. 
 
 

 
___________________________________               ______________________________ 
NBWC President Doug Katchetag / Date                 NBWC Treasurer Carol Oliver / Date 



































Native Village of Eagle
P O B o x 1 9

Eagle Alaska 99738-0019
(907) 547-2281 Office
(907) 547-2318 Fax

E A G L E V I L L A G E C O U N C I L
R e s o l u t i o n # 2 0 2 4 - 1 9

Support for the Protection of the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge for Black Brant and
Emperor Geese Conservation and Stand United in Opposition to aProposed Road and /
or aLand Transfer within the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge

WHEREAS the Eagle Village Council is afederally recognized Tribe; and

WHEREAS the Eagle Village Council supports the self-determination of the 56 tribes in
the Yukon-Kuskokwim delta area and 11 tribes in the Norton Bay region, who are
opposed to the proposed Izembek Land Exchange and proposed road and have
demonstrated ongoing commitment and sacrifice for the conservation, restoration and
sustainable management of subsistence resources, to provide for healthy and
sustainable populations; and

WHEREAS, the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge, located in the Alaska Peninsula and
encompassing critical habitat for wildlife, including the Black Brant and Emperor Geese,
serves as avital migratory stopover and breeding ground for numerous ducks, geese and
other avian species; and

WHEREAS, the Black Brant, Emperor Geese are species of concern, rely heavily on the
Izembek National Wildlife Refuge during their annual migration, utilizing the refuge &rich
intertidal habitat for feeding and resting, thereby playing asignificant role in the
ecological balance of the Kobuk River Watershed; and

WHEREAS, the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge faces various threats, including and
proposed road and land exchange and other proposed development projects. Changes in
land management practices could negatively impact the refuge and Yukon Kuskokwim
Delta, Norton Bay’s and Kobuk River’s ecological integrity and biodiversity and disrupt
the Black Brant &and Emperor Geese habitat; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Eagle Village Council requests a120-day
comment period, and ahearing in Fairbanks, Alaska pertaining to the Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement and an ANILCA 810 Subsistence Hearing and Workshop
also, in Anchorage.



Native Village of Eagle
PO Box 19

Eagle Alaska 99738-0019
(907) 547-2281 Office
(907) 547-2318 Fax

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED by the Eagle Village Council:
Section 1: the Eagle Village Council affirms our commitment to the protection and

preservation of the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge as acritical habitat for Black Brant,
Emperor Geese and other wildlife species; in solidarity with the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta
and the Norton Bay Tribes.

Section 2: the Eagle Village Council hereby expresses our strong support for measures
aimed at conserving and maintaining the ecological integrity of the Izembek National
Wildlife Refuge, including opposing any development projects, proposed roads, or land
management practices that could harm the refuge &wildlife and Yukon Kuskokwim Delta
hab i t a t .

Section 3: the Eagle Village Council calls upon federal, state, and local authorities, as
well as relevant stakeholders, to prioritize the long-term protection of the Izembek
National Wildlife Refuge and to collaborate with Tribal governments in efforts to
safeguard the purposes of the refuge and this vital ecosystem.

Section 4: The Eagle Village Council authorizes staff, consultants and partner
organizations to transmit copies of this resolution to appropriate government officials,
agencies, and entities to convey the stance of the Eagle Village Council towards the
protection of the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge.

Section 5: the Eagle Village Council formally requests the USFW to fully analyze the
marine alternative in the Izembek Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS)
and the Eagle Village Council formally opposes aroad through the Izembek Refuge; and
we support the selection of the marine alternative for medical emergencies, when it is too
windy to fly as it is least impactful to the fragile habitat within the Refuge.

Section 6: This resolution shall be effective immediately upon passage. Certification:

Ihereby certify that the Eagle Village Council adopted this resolution on October
22 2 0 2 4 .
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