
Chemically Distinct
The canals through the former Everglades 
convey agricultural and urban waste water 
from farms and cities





Pumping stations pump these wastes from the 
canals several feet up into Lake Okeechobee



Pumping Station S-2 as seen 
from Lake Okeechobee Side



Pumping Station S-2 as seen 
from Canal Side



Each of the pumps is powered by a 
huge diesel engine – three times the 

size of a semi trailer engine



The propeller of each pump is about 12 feet in diameter



Chemically Distinct

Lake water is 
much clearer

Water from canals is dark from 
pollution caused by urban 

agricultural wastes



Lake Okeechobee is classed for 
drinking water



The backpumped water causes algae blooms 
in Lake Okeechobee, some of which are toxic



In 2005 the toxic algae bloom in Lake 
Okeechobee produced microcystin toxin 
levels at least three times higher than the 

safe drinking water level 









MCL = Maximum Contaminant Level 

allowable under the Safe Drinking Water Act

Excerpt from 2003 City of South Bay Drinking Water 
Quality Report





Excerpts from a 2006 SFWMD legislative funding request
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