October 29th, 2025

Re: Oppose Attacks on Sensible Regulations for the Biggest Unit of Public Land in the
Country

Dear Speaker Johnson, Leader Thune, Leader Jeffries, and Leader Schumer:
CC: Members of Congress

On behalf of over 100 groups and organizations, we write to urge your opposition to S.J.Res. 80
and H.J.Res. 124, which would utilize the Congressional Review Act (CRA) to strike down the
Bureau of Land Management’s 2022 Integrated Activity Plan (IAP) Record of Decision for the
National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska (Reserve). This misguided use of the CRA would overturn a
land use plan that balances input from over 228,800 comments by outdoor recreation, energy
development, subsistence, and conservation interests on management of the Reserve. It would
leave significant regulatory uncertainty in its wake and would undermine the responsible
management of our public lands.

As the largest contiguous unit of public land in the United States, spanning nearly 23 million
acres, the Reserve possesses extraordinary ecological and subsistence values. The Reserve is
a diverse ecosystem where many mammals, such as wolves, grizzly bears, moose, and
wolverine, call this iconic landscape home. Likewise, marine mammals such as polar bears,
Pacific walrus, beluga whales, and spotted seals utilize its rich coastal and lagoon waters. The
Western Arctic and Teshekpuk Caribou Herds each rely upon distinct key habitats in the
Reserve. These caribou herds are a vital subsistence resource for over 40 Indigenous
communities in northern and western Alaska. Additionally, millions of migratory seabirds,
shorebirds, waterfowl, and raptors rely on the Reserve for habitat throughout the year.
Teshekpuk Lake, the largest Arctic lake in America, is so critical for these migratory birds that
the lake and its surrounding wetlands are designated as globally significant Important Bird
Areas.

Unlike the current management plan, which takes a comprehensive approach to managing the
unique ecological values found in the Reserve, this resolution is targeted at vastly expanding oil
and gas development at the cost of regulatory clarity, subsistence protections, and responsible
management. The risks of unclear regulatory status in the wake of a resolution’s passage are
significant: previous pro-development plans completely eliminated the Colville River Special
Area, shrunk the Teshekpuk Lake Special Area, and opened additional areas in the Teshekpuk
Lake Special Area and elsewhere to new oil and gas leasing. Threats to the Teshekpuk Lake
Special Area would not only negatively impact the fragile and rapidly changing ecosystem, but
also the Teshekpuk Caribou Herd and other important wildlife, which are vital subsistence
resources for Alaska Natives.

The CRA is not the tool that should dictate the future of the Western Arctic. For the bulk of the
last decade, management of this landscape has been driven by management plans crafted
based on robust community and public feedback, scientific input, and the incorporation of



Traditional Knowledge from affected communities. If the 2022 plan is struck via the CRA, it
could call into question the status of leases, permits, rights-of-way, and other authorizations
issued under the invalidated plan, leaving agencies, industry, and communities mired in costly
litigation and uncertainty over fundamental questions of management authority. Passage of this
resolution will unleash regulatory chaos at a time when clarity could not be more important—as
oil and gas megaprojects like Willow proceed, despite its projected revenue recently being
quietly cut by 50% by the state of Alaska. Taxpayers deserve clarity on the economic,
environmental, and subsistence impacts of development in the Reserve, and overturning the
IAP using the CRA would make responsible management decisions even more difficult.

The CRA should not be used to override carefully crafted decisions related to the management
of federal public lands, such as the Reserve. Such decisions should be based on the best
available science, Traditional Knowledge, and robust public input—not politics. Using the CRA
on this leasing and management plan means Congress is dictating a change to BLM’s
management for the Reserve’s oil and gas activities that overrides input from communities,
scientists, and even industry. Using the CRA in this manner would be inconsistent with
responsible public land management and would create significant uncertainty for agencies, the
public, and industry alike. Federal land managers must be able to adjust their approach based
on current scientific findings, local community needs, new information, economic conditions, and
industry interests. We urge you to oppose this misuse of the CRA.

Thank you,
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