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July 27, 2011 
 
RE: Please Vote NO on H.R. 2584 – An Unprecedented Attack on Public Health 
 
Dear Representative: 
 
The Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, FY 2012 (H.R. 2584) makes financial cuts 
and legislative decisions that compromise the health of communities across the country, especially 
environmental justice communities that are disproportionally impacted by pollution. We are writing to ask that 
you vote “No” on this irresponsible piece of legislation and the onslaught of amendments that will further 
jeopardize the health of communities of color, tribal and low-income communities.   
 
The following items are measures contained within this appropriations bill that will adversely and 
disproportionately impact environmental justice communities. We expect even more health compromising 
amendments to come.   
 

BUDGET CUTS 
 

 Zeros-out EPA CARE grants  

 Zeros-out EPA’s Smart Growth Program 

 Zeros-out the EPA-led Urban Waters initiative 

 Cuts EPA’s State Revolving Funds for upgrading drinking water systems and wastewater facilities by 55 
percent 

 
 



RIDERS 
 

 Section 428 – Prohibition on Use of Funds 
Prohibits the EPA from creating or implementing regulations that would require emissions permits be 
issued for various pollutants associated with livestock production.   

 Section 429 – Greenhouse Gas Reporting Restrictions 
Blocks the EPA from implementing a rule that requires mandatory reporting of greenhouse gases from 
manure management systems.  

 Section 431 – Stationary Source Greenhouse Gas Prohibition  
Prohibits the EPA from limiting harmful carbon pollution from large industrial polluters.   

 Section 432 – Stream Buffer 
Restricts the EPA from implementing standards to protect streams from pollution caused by coal mining 
run-off and waste.  

 Section 433 – Enhanced Coordination Restrictions 
The EPA estimates that mountaintop removal mining has destroyed 2,000 miles of Appalachian streams, 
and this rider limits the ability of the EPA to review mountaintop removal permits that bury streams 
under tons of mining waste.  

 Section 434 – Coal Combustion Ash 
The EPA has been undergoing a public rulemaking process to set the first-ever standards for toxic coal 
ash disposal. This rider proposes to end this public rulemaking process, which garnered more than 
450,000 individual comments from across the country, by restricting the EPA’s ability to move forward 
with the finalization of a rule based on the best available science and public input.     

 Section 435 – Waters of the U.S. 
This rider would stop the EPA’s work to determine which of the waters that 117 million Americans rely 
on for their drinking water should remain protected by the Clean Water Act; it would also put at risk 
communities subject to flooding and the quality of the waters where people fish. 

 Section 439 –Stormwater Discharge 
This rider restricts the EPA from updating stormwater discharge regulations or permits to manage runoff 
from post-construction sites, further compromising clean water standards, especially in urban 
communities.   

 Section 441 – Flexible Air Permitting Programs 

This rider specifically enables the state of Texas to have a free pass to violate the Clean Air Act, 

compromising the health of hundreds of thousands of Texans and others across the country.   

 Section 443 – Air Emissions from Outer Continental Shelf Activities  

This rider restricts the EPA’s ability to regulate toxic air emissions from offshore drilling activities in the 

Eastern Gulf of Mexico as well as the Atlantic, Pacific and Arctic Oceans.  

 Section 444 (a) & (b) – Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) 

These subsections would require excessive and unnecessary review of IRIS assessments by the National 

Academies of Science (NAS) and block the EPA from completing additional assessments, which are 

needed to initiate or improve clean-up of contaminated waste sites and reduce exposures to some of 

the most dangerous and widespread chemicals. 

 Section 444(c) – Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS)  

This subsection of the Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) rider would halt the EPA’s work to 

update clean air standards for ozone, particulate matter and other air pollutants if “background” levels 

are ever higher than the standards anywhere in the country.   



 Section 453 – Mobile Source Emissions 

This rider removes the EPA’s ability under the Clean Air Act to implement vehicle fuel economy and 

greenhouse gas emission standards for cars made after model year 2016.   

 Section 454 – Particulate Matter 

Restricts the EPA’s ability to update the PM 10, or soot, standard which is a known trigger for heart 

disease, asthma and other debilitating respiratory diseases and currently falls short of protecting public 

health.  

 Sec. 455 – Financial Assurance 

This rider prohibits the EPA from ensuring that hardrock mining companies, chemical manufacturers, 

and electric utilities post bonds sufficient to cover the often costly environmental cleanup of their 

polluted sites. This means American taxpayers, not the polluters, would be responsible for footing the 

bills for cleanup.   

 Section 461 – Ammonia Regulation Funding Prohibition  

This rider prevents the EPA from setting an ammonia standard under the Clean Air Act.  Communities 

nearby factory farms and combined animal feeding operations (CAFOs) are disproportionally at risk.   

 Section 462 – Regulatory Economic Analysis  

This broad rider delays implementation of the EPA’s Mercury and Air Toxics standard for power plants 

and Cross-State Air Pollution rule and requires unnecessary regulatory economic analysis of these rules 

and others (e.g. Boiler and Incinerator Maximum Achievable Control Technology, coal ash disposal, etc).   

AMENDMENTS – VOTE NO  
 

 Amendment #1 – Representative Cole (R-OK)  
Prohibits funds to be used to implement a rule, regulation or executive order requiring political 
contribution disclosure.   

 Amendment #16 – Representative Latham (R-IA)  
Prohibits the EPA from collecting water pollution information from industrial livestock facilities (also 
known as “factory farms,” or “concentrated animal feeding operations”) that is necessary to refine its 
regulation of these operations and to ensure that these operations are complying with current effluent 
limitations and standards. 

 Amendment #33 – Representative Austin Scott (R-GA) 
Prohibits the EPA from using any funds for climate change research, activities, or programs.  

 Amendment #34 – Representative Terry (R-NE) 
This rider curtails citizen access to the courts if the injured party is seeking non-monetary relief, such as 

those seeking to enforce their Constitutional rights to religious freedom and free speech, or statutory 

rights to clean water and clean air.  

 Amendment #38 – Representative Pompeo (R-KS) 

Weakens Section 429 even further by blocking the EPA from implementing ANY rule that requires 

mandatory reporting of greenhouse gases.  

EXPECTED AMENDMENTS – VOTE NO 
 

 Ozone Standard – amendment to prohibit EPA from creating a more protective ozone pollution 

standard. 



 Incinerators and Boilers Maximum Achievable Control Technology (MACT) Standard – amendment to 

delay EPA’s final standard or prohibit the EPA from using funding to implement this standard, which 

drastically reduces toxic mercury and particulate matter pollution from industrial burners and 

incinerators. 

 EPA’s Environmental Justice Program – amendment to remove funding from EPA’s environmental 

justice program. 

Many of the air pollution riders are efforts to further delay implementation of regulations that were required 
under the 1990 amendments Congress passed to the Clean Air Act.  As a result of the twenty year 
postponement, tens of thousands of people in environmental justice communities across the nation have paid 
for the delay with their lives. Excess rates of mortality in environmental justice communities from respiratory 
disease and heart disease – triggered by exposure to alarming levels of toxic air pollutants – have been well 
documented by every branch of our nation’s public health establishment.   
 
Communities living in the Appalachian region of our country have been crying out for increased enforcement of 
our nation’s environmental laws to protect their health and environment from the destructive impacts of coal 
mining and burning. The riders in this appropriations bill silence those voices, giving the coal industry a free pass 
to further harm public health.  
 
The Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, FY 2012 (H.R. 2584) is not merely an 
attempt to push EPA’s appropriations back to 2004 funding levels. It is an attempt to thwart EPA’s statutory 
authority to protect human health and the environment and to enforce our nation’s environmental laws. 
Communities of color, Indigenous and low-income communities already experience adverse impacts from 
environmental assaults of every kind. This proposed funding bill would only widen the gap in health disparities 
and elevated mortality levels these communities already endure.   
 
Please side with the people, especially those most at risk, rather than protecting polluters by voting “NO” on 
H.R. 2584 and any amendments that undermine the health and safety of the American public.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
ALABAMA 
 
Teresa Bettis 
Center for Fair Housing  
Mobile, AL 
 
ARKANSAS 
 
Scharmel Roussel 
Member of Arkansas Interfaith Power and Light 
Little Rock, AR 
 
CALIFORNIA 
 
Bradley Angel 
Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice 
San Francisco, CA 

 
Martha Dina Argüello 
Physicians for Social Responsibility Los Angeles 
(PSR-LA) 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Rose Braz 
Center for Biological Diversity 
San Francisco, CA   
 
Bill Gallegos 
Communities for a Better Environment 
Huntington Park, CA  
 
Robert García 
The City Project 
Los Angeles, CA  



Kathryn Gilje 
Pesticide Action Network North America 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Eric Mann  
Labor/Community Strategy Center 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Brent Newell 
Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Armando Nieto 
California Food & Justice Coalition 
Oakland, CA  
 
Chad M Silva, JD 
Latino Coalition for a Healthy California 
Sacramento, CA 
 
DELWARE 
 
Alan Muller 
Green Delaware 
Port Penn, DE  
 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
 
Emily Enderle 
Earthjustice 
Washington, DC 
 
Leslie G. Fields 
Sierra Club  
Washington, DC 
 
Rick Hind 
Greenpeace 
Washington, DC 
 
Sandy Newman 
Voices for Progress 
Washington, DC 
 
Jason Rano 
Environmental Working Group 
Washington, DC 
 
 

Alan Rowsome 
The Wilderness Society 
Washington, DC 
 
Lexi Shultz 
Union of Concerned Scientists 
Washington, DC 

FLORIDA 

Jeannie Economos 
Farmworker Association of Florida 
Apopka, FL 

GEORGIA 

Robert D. Bullard, Ph.D. 
Environmental Justice Resource Center at Clark 
Atlanta University  
Atlanta, GA 
 
Helen Butler 
Coalition for the Peoples' Agenda 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Sandra Cummings 
The Hall Farm 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Dr. Mildred McClain 
Harambee House, Inc. 
Citizens For Environmental Justice, Inc. 
Savannah, GA 
 
Jill McElheney 
Northeast Georgia Children's Environmental Health 
Coalition 
Athens, GA 

Na’Taki Osborne Jelks 
West Atlanta Watershed Alliance 
Atlanta, GA 

Yomi Noibi, Ph.D. 
Environmental Community Action Inc (ECO-Action) 
Atlanta, GA 

Leigh Touchton 
Valdosta NAACP 
Valdosta, GA 



ILLINOIS 
 
Edith Heinemann 
Center of Excellence in the Elimination of Disparities 
Midwest Latino Health Research, Training, and 
Policy Center 
Chicago, IL  
 
Cheryl Johnson  
People for Community Recovery  
Chicago, IL 
 
Kim Wasserman 
Little Village Environmental Justice Organization 
(LVEJO) 
Chicago, IL 
 
Orrin Williams 
Center for Urban Transformation 
Chicago, IL 
 
INDIANA 
 
Greg Foote 
Indiana Forest Alliance 
Indianapolis, IN 
 
Lin Kaatz Chary, PhD, MPH 
Indiana Toxics Action  
Gary, IN   
 
Ernie Reed 
Heartwood Council 
Gosport, IN 
 
KENTUCKY 
 
Deborah Payne 
Kentucky Environmental Foundation 
Berea, KY 
 
LOUISIANA 
 
Elodia M. Blanco 
Concerned Citizens of Agriculture Street Landfill, 
Inc.  
Tickfaw, LA 
 

Monique Harden and Nathalie Walker 
Advocates for Environmental Human Rights 
New Orleans, LA   
 
Barbara Lott-Holland 
Bus Riders Union 
New Orleans, LA 
 
Erica Jackson 
Mossville Environmental Action Now, 
Inc.  (M.E.A.N.)  
Westlake, LA 
 
Beverly Wright, Ph.D. 
Deep South Center for Environmental Justice at 
Dillard University 
New Orleans, LA 
 
MARYLAND 
 
Vernice Miller-Travis 
Maryland Commission on Environmental Justice and 
Sustainable Communities 
Bowie, MD 
 
Andrea Kidd Taylor, DrPH, MSPH 
Morgan State University School of Community 
Health and Policy 
Baltimore, MD 
 
MASSACHUSETTS 
 
Alex Pirie 
Immigrant Service Providers Group/Health 
Somerville, MA 
 
Judith Robinson 
Environmental Health Fund 
Boston, MA 
 
MINNESOTA 
 
Peter Illyn 
Restoring Eden 
Minneapolis, MN 
 
David Pellow, PhD 
Minneapolis, MN 
 



NEW MEXICO 
 
Bryan Bird 
WildEarth Guardians 
Santa Fe, NM 
 
Douglas Meiklejohn 
New Mexico Environmental Law Center 
Santa Fe, NM 
 
Richard Moore 
Los Jardines Institute  
Albuquerque, NM 
 
NEW YORK 
 
Peggy M. Shepard and Cecil Corbin-Mark 
WE ACT for Environmental Justice  
New York, NY 
 
Hannah Connor  
Waterkeeper Alliance  
New York, NY 
 
Al Huang 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
New York, NY 
 
Ansje Miller 
Center for Environmental Health 
New York, NY 
 
Elizabeth C. Yeampierre, Esq 
UPROSE 
Brooklyn, NY  
 
NORTH CAROLINA 
 
Minister Robert Campbell 
Rogers Eubanks Coalition to End Environmental 
Racism 
Chapel Hill, NC 
 
Gary R. Grant  
North Carolina Environmental Justice Network 
(NCEJN) 
Tillery, NC 
 
 

Savi Horne  
Land Loss Prevention Project 
Durham, NC 
 
Valerie Ann Johnson, Ph.D.  
Bennett College for Women 
Greensboro NC  
 
OHIO 
 
Rev. Jim Deming 
United Church of Christ 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Jim Toren 
FootPrints for Peace  
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Leah Wolfe, MPH 
The Serpentine Project 
Conneaut, OH 
 
OREGON 
 
Jon Ostar   
OPAL: Environmental Justice Oregon  
Portland, OR 
 
PUERTO RICO 
 
Ruth Santiago 
Comite Dialogo Ambiental, Inc. 
Salinas, PR 
 
PENNSYLVANIA 
 
William Haaf 
Chester County Citizens 4 Climate Protection  
Chester County, PA 
 
TENNESSEE 
 
Jennifer Rennicks 
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 
Knoxville, TN 
 
 
 
 



TEXAS 
 
Susana Almanza 
PODER  
Austin, TX  
 
Hilton Kelley 
Community In-power and Development Association 
Inc, 
Port Arthur, TX 
 
WEST VIRGINIA 
 
Vernon Haltom  
Coal River Mountain Watch  
Whitesville, WV 
 
Allen Johnson 
Christians For The Mountains 
Dunmore, WV 
 
Janet Keating 
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition 
Huntington, WV  
 
WISCONSIN 
 
Kimberly Wright 
Midwest Environmental Advocates 
Madison, WI 
 
 
 
 


