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This Determination is not a renewal or a re-approval to allow any expansion of the operation, 
but shall supersede the prior Office of Zoning Administration actions issued for the oil drilling 
facility. The conditions of approval found herein are restatements of the initial conditions of 
approval found the Zoning Administrator's action in Case No. ZA-17528 and the subsequent 
Plan Approval actions in Case Nos. ZA-17528(PAD), ZA-17528(PA2), and ZA-17528(PA3). In 
some instances, revisions were deemed necessary to improve accountability or reporting, or 
to reflect the current conditions at the Jefferson Oil Drill site or current best oil drilling and oil 
production practices in communities throughout the City of Los Angeles. Conditions were 
revised to require a permanent enclosure of the drilling equipment and ongoing monitoring of 
the site to improve odor control and to reduce noise from the facility. A number of corrective 
conditions were added to increase protection and preserve the health, safety and general 
welfare of the residents and occupants of the neighborhood. The Office of Zoning 
Administration will refer possible violations of the conditions of approval to the Environmental 
Justice Unit of the City Attorney's Office. 

Beginning in July 2013 in response to a Plan Approval (PA4) application submitted by the 
prior operator Freeport-McMoran Oil and Gas, the Office of Zoning Administration began 
receiving telephone calls, letters and emails from residents and stakeholders expressing 
concerns regarding the oil drilling and production operation. The communication reflected the 
community's contentions that the drilling operation was a constant nuisance to the 
neighborhood with its noise, traffic congestion, odors, loitering, and mishandling of hazardous 
materials. The Plan Approval (PA4) request to consider methods and conditions controlling 
drilling and production operations at the Jefferson Control Drill site was set for a public 
hearing on September 24, 2013, but the Zoning Administrator (Sue Chang) did not take any 
testimony because of a deficiency in the noticing requirement; although at the hearing, strong 
opposition to the applicant's proposed request was demonstrated. The Plan Approval (PA4) 
public hearing was subsequently rescheduled months later on November 24, 2014, where a 
new Zoning Administrator (Maya Zaitzevsky) listened to public testimony, but then took the 
case under advisement before instructing the applicant to meet with the Council District office 
and members of the community. In January 2015, the applicant submitted a formal request to 
the Office of Zoning Administration asking to withdraw the Plan Approval (PA4) application. 
On January 28, 2015, the Office of Zoning Administration granted the applicant's request to 
withdraw its Plan Approval (PA4) application. 

Following the formal withdrawal of the Plan Approval (PA4) application, the Office of Zoning 
Administration was asked by residents, stakeholders and other interested persons to use its 
authority to conduct a public hearing to listen to the community regarding the oil drilling 
operation, in order to determine the effectiveness of the conditions of approval for the 
Jefferson Oil Drill Site. In response, a public hearing for a Plan Approval (PA5) was conducted 
on January 26, 2017 to take formal testimony from the residents, stakeholders, community 
groups and the operator. Following the public hearing, the Office of Zoning Administration 
researched the claims and found that the Jefferson Oil drilling operation was in violation of 
several of the conditions of approval imposed by the initial Zoning Administrator's grant and 
subsequent Plan Approvals. Also, it was learned that some of the initial conditions of approval 
imposed on the oil drilling and production operation were not sufficient to preserve the health, 
safety and general welfare of the nearby residential neighborhood. It was also discovered that 
the oil drilling and production operation had violated several regulations established by other 




















































































































