
 
 

 
Kelly Canavan 
The AMP Creeks Council 
P.O. Box 477 
Accokeek, MD 20607 
kelly@ampcreeks.org 
 
January 3, 2019 

 
By Electronic Mail 

 
Dominion Resources Services, Inc. 
701 East Cary Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 
 
 
Re: Need for Closure on Gas Compressor Station in Charles County, MD 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Accokeek, Mattawoman, Piscataway Creeks 
Communities Council (“AMP Creeks”), Kelly Canavan, Marcy and Richard Canavan, 
Joshua Kauffman, Osman Kivrak, Dr. Theresa Lazar, Paul Livingston, Jasmine 
Waring, and the Moyaone Association to request that Dominion formally surrender 
its authorization to build a gas compressor station at Charles Station in Charles 
County, Maryland. Dominion has decided and officially announced that it will not 
build this compressor station (see attached legal filings), so there is no need for 
Dominion to hold on to an unnecessary authorization, which only prolongs the sense 
of uncertainty for concerned residents and the Southern Maryland community at 
large.   
 
Many members of my organization, AMP Creeks, and the Moyaone Association live 
in close proximity to the Charles Station site, which is adjacent to Piscataway National 
Park and within the viewshed of Historic Mount Vernon. Our lives would be 
disrupted, our health threatened, and our quality of life diminished if Dominion built 
this gas compressor station. As shown by the Charles County’s zoning appeals board’s 
denial of Dominion’s request for a special exception, the project would impose 
serious safety risks for the community.  
 
We thank Dominion for officially recognizing that a compressor station should not be 
built in this community. Although we disagree with the development of fracked gas 
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infrastructure anywhere in our region, we agree with Dominion that a compressor 
station should not be built at Charles Station. However, more than two months after 
announcing its decision, Dominion is still holding on to the authorization to build this 
compressor station as originally planned. It is past time for Dominion to honor its 
word and follow through on its commitment to the community. Formally 
surrendering this obsolete approval will bring area residents peace of mind and allow 
us to end our ongoing litigation challenging the approval. 
 
We therefore ask Dominion to submit a request to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (“FERC”) to modify the certificate for the Eastern Market Access 
Project to remove the authorization to build a compressor station at Charles Station. 
We request that you do so before the date that our next litigation status report is due: 
January 18, 2019. 
 
We have also sent a letter to FERC requesting the certificate be modified. A copy of 
that letter is attached.   
 
 
 
 

Kind Regards, 
 

/s/Kelly Canavan 
Kelly Canavan  
 
 

CC: 
Catherine E. Stetson 
Sean Marotta 
Hogan Lovells US LLP 
555 Thirteenth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 



 

 

 

 
 

January 3, 2019 
 
Filed Electronically 
Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street NE, Room 1A 
Washington, DC 20426 
 
Re: Request for Modification of Certificate of Public Convenience and 
Necessity, Docket No. CP17-15-000 
 
Dear Ms. Bose, 
 
On behalf of Accokeek, Mattawoman, Piscataway Creeks Communities Council 
(“AMP Creeks”), Kelly Canavan, Marcy and Richard Canavan, Joshua Kauffman, 
Osman Kivrak, Dr. Theresa Lazar, Paul Livingston, Jasmine Waring, and the 
Moyaone Association, we respectfully request that the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission modify the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity issued to 
Dominion Energy Cove Point LNG, LP (“Dominion”) for construction and 
operation of the Eastern Market Access Project in Maryland and Virginia.  See Order 
Issuing Certificate, 162 FERC ¶ 61,056 (Jan. 23, 2018).  We ask that the Commission 
modify the Certificate to rescind authorization for construction and operation of the 
“Charles Station” gas compressor station in Charles County, Maryland, because 
Dominion determined and publicly announced that it will not build a compressor 
station at this site.  These individuals and members of these groups live near the 
Charles Station site and would be harmed if construction went forward.  Modification 
of the permit to accord with Dominion’s announced decision would put an end to 
this chapter of uncertainty for these individuals and the larger community. 
 
On October 16, 2018, Dominion announced that it will not construct or operate a 
compressor station at Charles Station and that it will meet its customers’ needs by 
other means.  In a status report to the United States District Court for the District of 
Maryland, Dominion stated it “has determined and publicly announced that it will not 
construct [the proposed facilities] at the Charles Station site.”  Dominion Energy 
Cove Point LNG LP’s Status Report No. 3, Dominion Energy Cove Point LNG v. Bd. Of 
Appeals of Charles Co., No. 8:18-cv-00873 (D. Md. Oct. 16, 2018), ECF No. 47 (Exhibit 
1).  On this basis, Dominion moved to voluntarily dismiss its challenge to the Charles 
County’s zoning appeals board’s denial of its application to build this project. 
Stipulation of Dismissal Without Prejudice, Dominion Energy Cove Point LNG v. Bd. Of 
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Appeals of Charles Co., No. 8:18-cv-00873 (D. Md. Oct. 16, 2018), ECF No. 48 (Exhibit 
2).  Dominion also announced its decision to abandon the Charles Station project in 
the press and in statutory reporting to the SEC.  See Paul Lagasse, Dominion will not 
build compressor station in Bryans Road, The Maryland Independent, Oct. 16, 2018 
(Exhibit 3); Dominion Energy, Quarterly Report (Form 10-Q) at 113, (Dec. 2018) 
(Exhibit 4) (“In October 2018, Cove Point announced it is evaluating alternatives to a 
proposed Charles County, Maryland compressor station that was initially part of this 
project. Cove Point is working with the project customers to evaluate alternatives to 
meet their needs.”), 
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/103682/000156459018026483/d-
10q_20180930.htm.  
 
Dominion’s decision not to construct or operate the Charles Station compressor 
station confirms that this component of the project is not “required by the present or 
future public convenience and necessity.”  15 U.S.C. § 717f(e).  Because Dominion 
has changed its plans and the public convenience and necessity do not require the 
activity previously authorized by FERC, the Commission should promptly modify 
Dominion’s certificate for the Eastern Market Access Project to rescind approval for 
construction and operation of a compressor station at this site.  15 U.S.C. § 717o; see 
KN Wattenberg Transmission Ltd. Liab. Co., 92 FERC ¶ 61,214, 61,700 (Sept. 15, 2000) 
(rescinding certificate because of company’s “stated intention to forgo the … project 
entirely.”); Wyoming-California Pipeline Co., 70 FERC ¶ 61,041, 61,130 (Jan. 19, 1995) 
(rescinding order for lack of need). 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Neil Gormley 
Carter Hall 
Gordon Sommers  
Earthjustice 
1625 Massachusetts Ave., NW 
Suite 702 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 667-4500 
ngormley@earthjustice.org 
chall@earthjustice.org 
gsommers@earthjustice.org 
Counsel for AMP Creeks Council 
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Larry Joel Silverman 
Larry J. Silverman 
7308 Birch Avenue 
Takoma Park, MD 20912 
301-346-3757 
ljoelsilverman@gmail.com 
Counsel for AMP Creeks Council, Kelly 
Canavan, Marcy and Richard Canavan, 
Joshua Kauffman, Osman Kivrak, Dr. 
Theresa Lazar, Paul Livingston, and Jasmine 
Waring 

  
David Bookbinder 
Law Offices of David Bookbinder 
107 S. West Street 
Suite 491 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
Counsel for the Moyaone Association 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 

Greenbelt Division 

 
DOMINION ENERGY COVE POINT LNG, LP, 

  

  
Plaintiff,  

v. CASE NO. 8:18-cv-00873-PJM 
  
BOARD OF APPEALS OF 
CHARLES COUNTY, MARYLAND, et al., 
 

 

Defendants.  

DOMINION ENERGY COVE POINT LNG, LP’S 
STATUS REPORT NO. 3  

 
 The Plaintiff, Dominion Energy Cove Point LNG, LP (“DECP”), by counsel, submits the 

following Status Report No. 3 pursuant to its Motion for a Temporary Stay (ECF No. 42) (“Stay 

Motion”) which this Court granted on September 6, 2018 (ECF No. 44). 

1. DECP’s most recent status report, filed on October 1, 2018 (ECF No. 45), stated 

that DECP would seek to voluntarily dismiss this action if it secured an alternative to 

constructing the proposed new compressor facilities at issue at the Charles Station site. 

2. Although DECP has not found an alternative site for the proposed new facilities, 

it has determined and publicly announced that it will not construct them at the Charles Station 

site at issue in this case.  Therefore, concurrently with the filing of this Status Report, DECP is 

submitting a Stipulation of Dismissal Without Prejudice agreed to by all parties to this action.       

3. In light of this Stipulation, DECP respectfully requests the Court to dismiss this 

action without prejudice pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 41(a).   

Dated: October 16, 2018. 

Case 8:18-cv-00873-PJM   Document 47   Filed 10/16/18   Page 1 of 3
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                            /s/     
Arthur E. Schmalz (Fed. Bar No. 20359) 
HUNTON ANDREWS KURTH LLP 
2200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20037 
Telephone: (202) 955-1977 / Fax: (202) 778-2201 
aschmalz@huntonak.com 
Counsel for Dominion Energy Cove Point LNG, 
L.P. 
 
 -and- 
 
Harry M. Johnson, III (pro hac vice) 
HUNTON ANDREWS KURTH LLP 
Riverfront Plaza, East Tower 
951 East Byrd Street 
Richmond, Virginia  23219 
Telephone: (804) 788-8784 / Fax: (804) 343-4538 
pjohnson@huntonak.com 
Counsel for Dominion Energy Cove Point LNG, 
L.P. 

  

Case 8:18-cv-00873-PJM   Document 47   Filed 10/16/18   Page 2 of 3
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
 Pursuant to Local Rule 102(1)(c), I certify that, on October 16, 2018, a copy of the 
foregoing was sent by email to counsel for the Defendants: 
 
Jessica S.B. Andritz, Esq. 
Associate County Attorney II 
Office of the County Attorney 
200 Baltimore Street 
La Plata, Maryland 20646 
AndritzJ@charlescountymd.gov 
Counsel for Defendant Board of County 
 Commissioners of Charles County, Maryland 
 
             and a copy was also sent by email to counsel 

   
Sean R. Day 
7474 Greenway Center Dr. Ste. 150 
Greenbelt, MD 20770-3524 
Sean@DayInCourt.Net 
Attorney for Movant Intervenors  
 

Thomas M. Meachum, Esq. 
Carney, Kelehan, Bresler, Bennett &  
Scherr, LLP 
10715 Charter Drive, Suite 200 
Columbia, MD 21044 
tmm@carneykelehan.com 
Counsel for Defendant Board of Appeals  
of Charles County, Maryland, 
 
for the Movant Intervenors:1 

 

 

                            /s/     
Arthur E. Schmalz (Bar No. 20359) 
HUNTON ANDREWS KURTH LLP 
2200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20037 
Telephone: (202) 955-1977 
Fax: (202) 778-2201 
aschmalz@huntonak.com 
Counsel for Dominion Energy Cove Point LNG, L.P. 

 
-and- 
 

Harry M. Johnson, III (pro hac vice) 
HUNTON ANDREWS KURTH LLP 
Riverfront Plaza, East Tower 
951 East Byrd Street 
Richmond, Virginia  23219 
Telephone: (804) 788-8784 
Fax: (804) 343-4538 
pjohnson@huntonak.com 
Counsel for Dominion Energy Cove Point LNG, L.P. 

 
                                                 
1 The Movant Intervenors’ motion to intervene, which DECP has opposed, remains pending and unresolved. 

Case 8:18-cv-00873-PJM   Document 47   Filed 10/16/18   Page 3 of 3

mailto:AndritzJ@charlescountymd.gov
mailto:Sean@DayInCourt.Net
mailto:tmm@carneykelehan.com
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 

Greenbelt Division 

 
DOMINION ENERGY COVE POINT LNG, LP, 

  

  
Plaintiff,  

v. CASE NO. 8:18-cv-00873-PJM 
  
BOARD OF APPEALS OF 
CHARLES COUNTY, MARYLAND, et al., 
 

 

Defendants.  

STIPULATION OF DISMISSAL 
WITHOUT PREJUDICE 

 
Plaintiff Dominion Energy Cove Point LNG, LP, Defendant Board of Appeals of Charles 

County, Maryland, and Defendant Board of County Commissioners of Charles County, 

Maryland, by counsel, pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 41(a), hereby stipulate that this action should 

be dismissed WITHOUT PREJUDICE, each party to bear its own costs.   

It is so ORDERED.       

      ________________________________ 
      United States District Judge 
 
 
Date: __________________ 

Case 8:18-cv-00873-PJM   Document 48   Filed 10/16/18   Page 1 of 4
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STIPULATED AND AGREED TO: 
 
 
 
                            /s/     
Arthur E. Schmalz (#20359) 
HUNTON ANDREWS KURTH LLP 
2200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20037 
Telephone: (202) 955-1977 / Fax: (202) 778-2201 
aschmalz@huntonak.com 
 
Counsel for Dominion Energy Cove Point LNG, L.P. 
 
 -and- 
 
Harry M. Johnson, III (pro hac vice) 
HUNTON ANDREWS KURTH LLP 
Riverfront Plaza, East Tower 
951 East Byrd Street 
Richmond, Virginia  23219 
Telephone: (804) 788-8784 / Fax: (804) 343-4538 
pjohnson@huntonak.com 
 
Counsel for Dominion Energy Cove Point LNG, L.P. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Case 8:18-cv-00873-PJM   Document 48   Filed 10/16/18   Page 2 of 4

mailto:aschmalz@huntonak.com
mailto:pjohnson@huntonak.com
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STIPULATED AND AGREED TO: 
 
 
 
                            /s/     
Jessica S.B. Andritz (#16992) 
Associate County Attorney II 
Office of the County Attorney 
200 Baltimore Street 
La Plata, Maryland 20646 
Telephone:  (301) 645-0555 
Facsimile:  (301) 645-0515 
AndritzJ@charlescountymd.gov 
 
Counsel for Defendant Board of County Commissioners of Charles County, Maryland 
  

Case 8:18-cv-00873-PJM   Document 48   Filed 10/16/18   Page 3 of 4

mailto:AndritzJ@charlescountymd.gov
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STIPULATED AND AGREED TO: 
 
 
 
                            /s/     
Thomas M. Meachum (#11705) 
Carney, Kelehan, Bresler, Bennett & Scherr, LLP 
10715 Charter Drive, Suite 200 
Columbia, MD 21044 
Telephone:  (410) 730-7729 
tmm@carneykelehan.com 
 
Counsel for Defendant Board of Appeals of Charles County, Maryland  

Case 8:18-cv-00873-PJM   Document 48   Filed 10/16/18   Page 4 of 4

mailto:tmm@carneykelehan.com
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