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September 14, 2012 

 

 

 

United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Re: Senate bill 3512 leaves communities unprotected from toxic pollution 

 

Dear Senator:  

 

The undersigned 301 state and national public interest organizations, representing people in 

every state in the country respectfully ask you to oppose the Coal Ash Recycling and Oversight 

Act of 2012 (S.3512). Sponsored by Sens. Hoeven, Conrad and Baucus, S.3512 fails to protect 

our communities’ health and environment from the damage caused by unsafe dumping of toxic 

coal ash. The bill would regulate coal ash less stringently than the household trash you set out on 

the curb, even though the health risks from coal ash include cancer, neurological disorders, birth 

defects, reproductive failure, asthma, and other serious illnesses.  

  

Coal ash, the by-product of burning coal, contains toxic heavy metals such as arsenic, cadmium, 

hexavalent chromium, lead and mercury. Billions of tons of this toxic waste are stored in unlined 

ponds, landfills and mines in almost every state in the nation. Many of these sites leave the 

public at risk of contamination as toxic ash blows into nearby communities and pollutants seep 

into water.  EPA and public interest groups have documented water contamination at nearly 200 

ash disposal sites across the nation.  

  

S.3512 fails to solve the serious health and environmental threat posed to thousands of American 

communities near ash disposal sites. First, it allows dangerous ponds to continue operating 

without enforceable closure dates and engineering and inspection standards, and thus it will fail 

to prevent another large-scale disaster like the massive coal ash spill that occurred in Kingston, 

Tennessee in 2008.  Second, the bill shields utilities from their responsibility to control fugitive 

dust and to timely upgrade unsafe ash dumps, clean up the sites they have contaminated, and 

close leaking and unstable ponds and landfills. Under S. 3512, there are no deadlines for states to 

implement a permit program, even though there are over 1,300 aging coal ash dumps, most of 

which currently lack adequate safeguards (such as liners and leachate collection systems) to 

prevent toxic chemicals from escaping and contaminating water. The bill fails to protect low-

income and minority communities that are disproportionately exposed to toxic pollution —70% 

of ash ponds are in areas where household income is lower than the national median.   

  

Even though the sponsors of S.3512 claim this bill will help the recycling of coal ash, it will 

actually do the opposite by encouraging the continued operation of hundreds of coal ash 

ponds.  Once ash is dumped in water, it cannot easily be recycled. Thus S.3512 encourages 

dumping that ruins billions of pounds of ash annually for reuse.  

  

Lastly S.3512 nullifies the EPA’s proposed coal ash rulemaking that has received 450,000 public 

comments, essentially silencing the voices of nearly half a million Americans who supported 
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protective regulations.  In addition, the bill prohibits all future EPA rulemakings to control 

pollution from coal ash.  The complete and permanent removal of EPA’s regulatory authority to 

respond to the health and environmental threats from the nation’s second largest industrial waste 

is unprecedented and extremely dangerous, particularly in light of the certain increase in the 

volume and toxicity of coal ash due to more stringent Clean Air Act requirements. 

 

We urge you to protect American communities and oppose S.3512. This flawed bill fails to 

mitigate the risk of another human health and environmental disaster and leaves our water 

sources open to contamination with dangerous heavy metals. While claiming to be a solution to 

our coal pollution problem, this bill is merely a giveaway to industry that will hurt the health and 

well being of millions of Americans.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Martin Hayden 

Vice President, Policy and Legislation 

Earthjustice 

 

Scott Slesinger 

Legislative Director 

Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 

 

Mary Anne Hitt 

Director, Beyond Coal Campaign 

Sierra Club 

 

Lynn Thorp 

National Campaigns Director 

Clean Water Action 

 

Eric Schaeffer 

Executive Director 

Environmental Integrity Project 

 

Natalie U. Roy 

Executive Director 

Clean Water Network 

 

Jim Lyon 

Vice President for Conservation Policy 

National Wildlife Federation 

 

Scott Kovarovics 

Conservation Director 

Izaak Walton League of America 

 

Phil Radford 

Executive Director 

Greenpeace USA 

 

Alex Taurel 

Legislative Representative 

League of Conservation Voters 

 

Catherine Thomasson, MD 

Executive Director  

Physicians for Social Responsibility 

 

Aimee Erickson 

Executive Director 

Citizens Coal Council 

 

Marc Yaggi 

Executive Director 

Waterkeeper Alliance, Inc. 

 

Susan Stephenson 

Executive Director 

The Regeneration Project 

Interfaith Power & Light 

 

Hilary O. Shelton 

Director 

Washington Bureau & Senior Vice-

President for Policy and Advocacy 

NAACP 
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Michelle Chan  

Economic Policy Project Director 

Friends of the Earth 

 

Brian Moore 

Legislative Director 

National Audubon Society 

 

Frank O’Donnell 

President 

Clean Air Watch 

 

Jeff Ruch 

Executive Director 

Public Employees for Environmental 

Responsibility (PEER) 

 

Mary Beth Beetham 

Director of Legislative Affairs 

Defenders of Wildlife 

 

Anna Aurilio 

Director  

Environment America 

 

Erich Pica 

President 

Friends of the Earth 

 

Rose Braz 

Climate Campaign Director 

Center for Biological Diversity 

 

Elizabeth B. Stein 

Attorney, Energy Program 

Environmental Defense Fund 

 

Alabama 

 

Myra Crawford 

Executive Director & Riverkeeper 

Cahaba Riverkeeper  

Birmingham, AL 

 

 

 

 

Charles Scribner  

Executive Director 

Black Warrior Riverkeeper 

Birmingham, AL 

 

Frank Chitwood 

Riverkeeper & Executive Director 

Coosa Riverkeeper 

Riverside, AL 

 

Michael William Mullen 

Executive Director/Riverkeeper 

Choctawhatchee Riverkeeper, Inc. 

Banks, AL  

 

Cindy Lowry 

Executive Director 

Alabama Rivers Alliance 

Birmingham, AL 

 

John L. Wathen 

Hurricane Creekkeeper 

Friends of Hurricane Creek 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

 

Alaska 

 

Russ Maddox 

Advocacy Director 

Resurrection Bay Conservation Alliance 

Seward, AK 

 

Lissa Hughes 

Legislative Liaison 

Northern Alaska Environmental Center 

Fairbanks, AK 

 

Heidi Zimmer 

Environmental Health Coordinator 

Alaska Community Action on Toxics 

Anchorage, AK 

 

Bob Shavelson 

Cook Inletkeeper 

Homer, AK 
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Arkansas 

 

Robert McAfee and Shelley Buonaiuto  

Co-Conveners, OMNI 350 

Fayetteville, AR  

 

Steve Copley 

Co-Chair 

Arkansas Interfaith Power and Light 

Little Rock, AR 

 

Arizona 

 

Barbara H. Warren, MD, MPH 

Chair 

Physicians for Social Responsibility 

Arizona Chapter 

Tucson, AZ 

 

Rev. Doug Bland 

Co-Executive Director 

Arizona Interfaith Power & Light 

Tempe, AZ 

 

Stephen Brittle 

President 

Don't Waste Arizona 

Phoenix, AZ 

 

California 

 

Tiffany Schauer  

Executive Director 

Our Children's Earth Foundation 

San Francisco, CA 

Kate Wilson 

Executive Assistant 

Russian Riverkeeper 

Healdsburg, CA 

 

Miriam Gordon 

State Director 

Clean Water Action California 

San Francisco, CA 

 

 

Martha Dina Argüello 

Executive Director 

Physicians for Social Responsibility - Los 

Angeles (PSR-LA) 

Los Angeles, CA 

 

Robert Gould, MD 

President 

SF-Bay Area Physicians for Social 

Responsibility 

Berkeley, CA 

 

Harry Wang, MD 

President 

Sacramento Physicians for Social 

Responsibility 

Sacramento, CA 

 

Antoinette Stein PhD 

Co-executive Director  

Citizen’s Climate Lobby, Eastbay California 

Group 

Berkeley, CA 

 

Denny Larson 

Executive Director 

Global Community Monitor  

El Cerrito, CA 

 

Rose Braz 

Climate Campaign Director 

Center for Biological Diversity 

San Francisco, CA 

 

Colorado 

Cathy Tintinger  

Co-Founder 

Colorado Fourteeners Against CCW 

Lamar, CO 

 

Dan Randolph 

Executive Director 

San Juan Citizens Alliance 

Durango, CO 
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Gary Wockner 

Program Director 

Clean Water Action Colorado 

Denver, CO 

 

Gina B. Hardin 

CO-FORCE  

Denver, CO  

 

Gary Wockner, PhD  

Director  

Save The Poudre: Poudre Waterkeeper 

Fort Collins, CO  

 

Anna Frazier 

Staff 

Dine CARE 

Durango, CO 

 

Delaware 

 

John Sykes 

President 

Delaware Interfaith Power and Light 

Dover, DE 

 

District of Columbia 

 

Ed Merrifield 

President/Riverkeeper 

Potomac Riverkeeper 

Washington, DC 

 

Florida 

 

Dan Tonsmeire 

Apalachicola RiverKeeper 

Apalachicola, FL 

 

Lynn Ringenberg, M.D. 

President 

Physicians for Social Responsibility/Florida 

Tampa, FL 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Andy Bell 

Executive Director 

Sunshine State Interfaith Power & Light 

Saint Petersburg, FL 
 

Ronald Saff, MD  

Allergy and Asthma Diagnostic Treatment 

Center  

Tallahassee, FL 

Tirso Moreno  

General Coordinator  

Farmworker Association of Florida  

Apopka, FL 
 

Robert N. Hartsell, Esq.  

Law Firm of Robert Hartsell P.A.  

Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Eddie Dutton 

Executive Director 

South Florida Cancer Association 

Miami, FL 
 

Cherubin Tragelus 

Director Haitian  

Organization for Reforestation and 

Environmental Protection  

Tampa, FL 
 

Ted Ezell 

Chair 

Hope For Clean Water 

Perry, FL 
 

Joy Towles-Ezell 

Chair 

Environmental of North Florida 

Perry, FL 
 

Kathleen Aterno 

Director 

Clean Water Action Florida 

Boca Raton, FL 
 

Kit Rafferty 

Executive Director 

South Florida Jobs with Justice 

Miami, FL 
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Georgia 

 

Jennette Gayer 

Advocate 

Environment Georgia 

Atlanta, GA 

 

Bobby and Jane McLendon 

President  

Friends of the Chattahoochee 

Blakely, GA 

 

Juliet Cohen 

General Counsel 

Chattahoochee Riverkeeper (CRK) 

Atlanta, GA  

 

Dianna Wedincamp 

Ogeechee Riverkeeper  

Statesboro, GA 

 

Alexis Chase 

Executive Director 

Georgia Interfaith Power & Light 

Decatur, GA 

 

Idaho 

 

Shannon Williamson, Ph.D. 

Executive Director 

Lake Pend Oreille Waterkeeper 

Sandpoint, ID 

 

Illinois 

 

Ellen Rendulich and Carol Stark 

Directors 

Citizens Against Ruining the Environment 

Lockport, IL 

 

Kathy Andria 

President 

American Bottom Conservancy 

East St. Louis, IL 

 

 

 

Lyman C. Welch 

Water Quality Program Director 

Alliance for the Great Lakes  

Chicago, IL 

 

Traci Barkley 

Water Resources Scientist 

Prairie Rivers Network 

Champaign, IL 

 

Lan R. Richart 

Co-Director 

Eco-Justice Collaborative 

Chicago, IL 

 

Catherine Edmiston 

Chair 

Citizens Against Longwall Mining  

Montgomery Co, IL 

 

Brian J. Sauder 

Central Illinois Outreach and Policy 

Coordinator 

Illinois Interfaith Power and Light 

Chicago, IL 

 

Kimberly Wasserman Nieto 

Executive Director 

Little Village Environmental Justice 

Organization 

Chicago, IL 

 

Howard Learner 

Executive Director 

Environmental Law and Policy Center 

Chicago, IL 

 

Indiana 

 

Rev. Dr. Lyle E. McKee 

Chair 

Hoosier Interfaith Power & Light 

Indianapolis, IN 
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Jesse Kharbanda 

Executive Director 

Hoosier Environmental Council 

Indianapolis, IN 

 

Kerwin Olson 

Executive Director 

Citizens Action Coalition 

Indianapolis, IN 

 

Steve Bonney 

President 

Sustainable Earth 

West Lafayette, IN 

 

Nicole Barker 

Executive Director 

Save the Dunes 

Michigan City, IN 

 

John Blair 

President 

Valley Watch, Inc. 

Evansville, IN 

 

David Maidenberg 

Director 

Sierra Club Hoosier Chapter 

Indianapolis, IN 

 

Ernie Reed 

Chair 

Heartwood 

Gosport, IN 

 

Lucille Bertuccio  

Board Member 

Center for Sustainable Living  

Bloomington, IN 

 

Paul Kysel 

Vice President 

PINES Group (People In Need of 

Environmental Safety) 

Pines, IN 

 

 

Kentucky 

 

Deborah Payne, MPH 

Energy and Health Coordinator 

Kentucky Environmental Foundation 

Berea, KY 

Tim Darst 

Executive Director 

Kentucky Interfaith Power & Light, Inc. 

Louisville, KY 

 

Steve Boyce 

Chairperson 

Kentuckians For The Commonwealth 

London, KY 

 

Tom FitzGerald 

Director 

Kentucky Resources Council 

Frankfort, KY 

 

Pat Banks 

Kentucky Riverkeeper 

Richmond, KY 

 

Louisiana  

 

Marylee Orr 

Executive Director 

Louisiana Environmental Action Network 

(LEAN) 

Baton Rouge, LA 

 

Paul Orr 

Riverkeeper 

Lower Mississippi Riverkeeper 

Baton Rouge, LA 

 

Scott Eustis, M.S. 

Coastal Wetland Specialist 

Gulf Restoration Network 

New Orleans, LA 
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Maine 

 

Laurie Osher, PhD 

President  

Maine Interfaith Power and Light 

Portland, ME 

 

Karen A D’Andrea 

Executive Director 

Physicians for Social Responsibility, Maine 

Chapter 

Portland, ME 

 

Becky Bartovics 

Sierra Club Maine  

Co Chr. Exec Committee 

North Haven, ME 

 

Maryland 

 

Henry S. Cole, Ph.D.  

President  

Henry S. Cole & Associates, Inc.  

Upper Marlboro, MD 

 

Theaux M. Le Gardeur 

Exec. Director 

Riverkeeper 

Gunpowder Riverkeeper 

Monkton, MD 

 

Tina Meyers 

Baltimore Harbor Waterkeeper 

Blue Water Baltimore 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Andrew Fellows 

Chesapeake Bay Director 

Clean Water Action Maryland 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Frederick Tutman 

Riverkeeper/CEO 

Patuxent Riverkeeper 

Upper Marlboro, MD   

 

 

Diana Dascalu-Joffe 

Senior General Counsel 

Chesapeake Climate Action Network 

Takoma Park, MD 

 

Massachusetts 

 

Cindy Luppi 

New England Director 

Clean Water Action Massachusetts 

Boston, MA 

 

Cindy Luppi 

Director 

Clean Water Action New England  

Boston, MA 

 

Patricia A Gozemba 

Co-Chair  

SAFE 

Salem, MA 

 

Sylvia Broude 

Executive Director 

Toxics Action Center 

Boston, MA 

 

Sue Reid 

VP and Director, CLF-Massachusetts 

Conservation Law Foundation 

Boston, MA 

 

James McCaffrey 

Director 

Massachusetts Sierra Club 

Boston, MA 

 

Craig Altemose 

Executive Director 

Better Future Project 

Cambridge, MA 

 

Maura Flynn, RN 

Member 

Massachusetts Association of Registered 

Nurses/American Nurses Association 

Maynard, MA 
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Juan E. Velez-Rivera 

Environmental and Health Organizer 

Nuestra-Raices 

Holyoke, MA 

 

Jack Reynolds 

President 

Westport Fishermen's Association 

Westport Pt., MA 

 

Jane Winn 

Executive Director 

Berkshire Environmental Action Team 

(BEAT) Pittsfield, MA 

 

Rob Garrity 

Executive Director 

Massachusetts Climate Action Network 

Boston, MA 

 

Matthew C. Patrick 

Executive Director 

Westport River Watershed Alliance 

Westport, MA 

 

Matt Lord 

Lexington Global Warming Action 

Coalition Lexington, MA 

 

Brianne D. Callahan 

Executive Director / Baykeeper 

Massachusetts Baykeeper, Inc. 

Watertown, MA 

 

Loie Hayes 

Coordinator 

Boston Climate Action Network 

Boston, MA 

 

Nancy Hazard 

Co-Chair 

Greening Greenfield 

Greenfield, MA 

 

 

 

 

Conrad Schneider 

Advocacy Director 

Clean Air Task Force 

Boston, MA 

 

Martha Dansdill 

Executive Director 

HealthLink 

Swampscott, MA 

 

Jan Schlichtmann 

Attorney and Founder 

Wenham Lake Watershed Association 

Beverly, MA 

 

Michigan 

 

Dwight Lydell  

President 

Chapter, Izaak Walton League of America  

Rockford, MI  

 

Susan Harley  

Policy Director 

Clean Water Action Michigan 

East Lansing, MI 

 

Monica Patel 

Policy Specialist 

Ecology Center 

Ann Arbor, MI 

 

Julie Lyons Bricker 

Executive Director 

Michigan Interfaith Power & Light 

Royal Oak, MI 

 

James Clift 

Policy Director 

Michigan Environmental Council  

Lansing, MI 
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Peter Sinclair 

President 

MidlandCares 

Midland, MI 

 

Jessica Tramontana 

Progress Michigan 

Lansing, MI 

 

Patricia Gillis 

Executive Director 

Voices for Earth Justice 

Southfield, MI 

 

Terry Miller  

Lone Tree Council 

Bay City, MI 

 

Minnesota 

 

Scott Strand 

Executive Director 

Minnesota Center for Environmental 

Advocacy 

St. Paul, MN 

 

Deanna White 

State Director 

Clean Water Action Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

 

Alexis Williams 

Campaign Organizer 

Restoring Eden 

Minneapolis, MN 

 

Molly Pederson 

Government Affairs Director 

Conservation Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

 

Margaret Levin 

North Star Chapter of the Sierra Club 

Minneapolis, MN 

 

 

 

Missouri 

 

Patricia Schuba 

President  

Labadie Environmental Organization (LEO) 

Labadie, MO 

 

Ed Smith and Lorin Crandall 

Safe Energy Director, Clean Water Program 

Director 

Missouri Coalition for the Environment 

St. Louis, MO 

 

Stuart Keating 

Advocate 

Environment Missouri 

St. Louis, MO 

 

Capt. Mike Bush 

St. Louis Confluence Riverkeeper 

St. Louis, MO 

 

Barbara Jennings, CSJ 

Midwest Coalition for Responsible  

Investment 

St. Louis, MO   

 

Jeff Ordower 

Executive Director 

Missourians Organizing for Reform and 

Empowerment (MORE) 

St. Louis, MO 

 

Mickey Koetting 

President 

Foundation for Restoration of Ste. 

Genevieve 

Ste. Genevieve, MO 

 

Montana 

 

Derf Johnson 

Program Associate 

Montana Environmental Information Center 

Helena, MT 
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Julia Page 

Chair 

Coal Campaign Team 

Western Organization of Resource Councils 

Billings, MT 

 

Walter Archer 

Board Chairman 

Northern Plains Resource Council  

Billings, MT  

 

Erin Switalski 

Executive Director 

Women's Voices for the Earth 

Missoula, MT 

 

Jennifer Swearingen 

Montanans Against Toxic Burning  

Bozeman, MT  

 

Lt. Col. (retired) Richard Liebert 

Citizens for Clean Energy, Inc. 

Great Falls, MT 

 

Bonnie Gestring 

Northwest Circuit Rider 

Earthworks 

Missoula, MT 

 

Steve Hoffman 

Executive Director 

Montana Audubon 

Helena, MT 

 

Nebraska 

 

Andrew Jameton, PhD,  

Secretary 

Greater Omaha Physicians for Social 

Responsibility 

Omaha, NE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nevada 

 

Bob Fulkerson 

State Director 

Progressive Leadership Alliance of Nevada 

Reno, NV  

 

William Anderson 

Chairman 

Moapa Band of Paiutes 

Moapa, NV 

 

Delaine Spilsbury  

Director 

Bristlecone Alliance  

McGill, NV 

 

Michele Burkett 

President 

Defend Our Desert 

Mesquite, NV 

 

Scot Rutledge 

Executive Director 

Nevada Conservation League & Education 

Fund 

Las Vegas, NV   

 

John Hadder 

Director 

Great Basin Resource Watch 

Reno, NV 

 

New Jersey 

 

Bill Schultz 

Raritan Riverkeeper 

Keasbey, NJ 

 

Amy Goldsmith 

State Director 

New Jersey Environmental Federation 

Belmar, NJ 
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New Mexico 

 

Erik Schlenker-Goodrich 

Executive Director 

Western Environmental Law Center 

Taos, NM 

 

Mariel Nanasi 

Executive Director 

New Energy Economy 

Santa Fe, NM 

 

Theresa Carmody-Hamrich 

President 

Wagon Mound Development Association 

Wagon Mound, NM  

 

Wes Martel 

President 

Intertribal Territories Recovery Institute 

Wagon Mound, NM 

 

Sr. Joan Brown, OSF 

Executive Director 

Interfaith Power and Light 

Albuquerque, NM    

 

Robert M. Bernstein, MD, FACE 

President 

New Mexico Physicians for Social 

Responsibility 

Santa Fe, NM  

 

John Horning 

Executive Director 

WildEarth Guardians 

Santa Fe, NM 

 

Don Hancock 

Southwest Research and Information Center 

Albuquerque, NM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New York 

 

Diane Hofner 

Co-founder, CROP PLUS 

Concerned Residents of Portland, NY  

+ People Like Us  

Mayville, NY  

 

Paul Gallay 

President & Hudson Riverkeeper 

Riverkeeper, Inc. 

Ossining, NY 

 

Ross Gould 

Air & Energy Program Director 

Environmental Advocates of New York 

Albany, NY  

 

Barbara Warren 

Executive Director 

Citizens' Environmental Coalition 

Albany, NY 

 

Gordian Raacke 

Executive Director 

Renewable Energy Long Island (reLI) 

East Hampton, NY 

 

Sarah Moon 

Board Chair  

New York Loves Mountains 

Rochester, NY 

 

David VanLuven 

Director 

Environment New York 

Albany, NY 

 

Erin Heaney 

Executive Director 

Clean Air Coalition of Western New York 

Buffalo, NY 
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Elizabeth C. Yeampierre, Esq. 

Executive Director  

UPROSE 

Brooklyn, NY 

 

Susan Falzon 

Friends of Hudson 

Hudson, NY 

 

Lee Willbanks 

Executive Director 

Upper St. Lawrence Riverkeeper 

Save The River 

Clayton, NY 

 

North Carolina 

 

George Santucci 

Executive Director 

National Committee for the New River 

West Jefferson, NC 

 

Ulla Reeves 

Regional Program Director 

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 

Asheville, NC  

 

Julie Mayfield 

Executive Director 

Western North Carolina Alliance 

Asheville, NC 

 

Donna Lisenby 

Watauga Riverkeeper 

Vilas, NC 

 

Willa Mays 

Executive Director 

Appalachian Voices 

Boone, NC 

 

Dean Naujoks 

Executive Director  

Yadkin Riverkeeper Inc. 

Winston Salem, NC 

 

 

David Emmerling 

Executive Director 

Waterkeepers Carolina 

Raleigh, NC 

 

Kemp Burdette 

Cape Fear Riverkeeper 

Cape Fear River Watch 

Wilmington, NC 

 

Rick Gaskins 

Executive Director & Catawba  

Riverkeeper 

Catawba Riverkeeper Foundation, Inc. 

Charlotte, NC 

  

Heather Jacobs Deck 

Pamlico-Tar Riverkeeper 

Pamlico-Tar River Foundation 

Washington, NC 

 

June Blotnick 

Executive Director 

Clean Air Carolina 

Charlotte, NC 

 

Brian Buzby  

Executive Director 

NC Conservation Network 

Raleigh, NC 

 

Dr. Kathy Shea 

Co-Director,  

North Carolina Interfaith Power & Light 

Raleigh, NC 

 

Hartwell Carson 

French Broad Riverkeeper 

Asheville, NC 

 

Terry Clark, MD 

Chairperson 

Western NC Physicians for Social 

Responsibility 

Hendersonville, NC 
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Jim Grode 

Conservation Director 

Southwings 

Asheville, NC 

 

Judy Mattox 

Chair 

Sierra Club of Western North Carolina 

(WENOCA)  

Raleigh, NC 

 

Katie Hicks 

Assistant Director 

Clean Water for North Carolina 

Durham, NC 

 

North Dakota 

 

Scott Skokos 

Field Organizer 

North Dakota Resource Council 

Dickinson, ND 

 

Ohio 

 

Sandy Bihn 

Executive Director  

Lake Erie Waterkeeper Inc. 

Toledo, OH 

 

Rev. Jim Deming 

Justice and Witness Ministries 

United Church of Christ 

Cleveland, OH 

 

Elisa Young 

Founder 

Meigs Citizen Action Now! 

Defiance, OH 

 

Sandy Buchanan 

Executive Director 

Ohio Citizen Action 

Cleveland, OH  

 

 

 

Chris Borello 

President  

Concerned Citizens of Lake 

Twp./Uniontown IEL Superfund Site 

Uniontown, OH 

 

Gwen B. Fischer 

Founding Member and Acting President 

Concerned Citizens Ohio 

Hiram, OH 

 

Kathie Jones 

Co-founder 

Concerned Citizens of Medina County 

Medina County, OH 

 

Vickie Hennessy 

President 

Green Environmental Coalition (GEC) 

Yellow Springs, OH   

 

Keith Dimoff 

Executive Director 

Ohio Environmental Council 

Columbus, OH  

 

Richard M. Cogen 

Executive Director 

Ohio River Foundation  

Cincinnati, OH 

 

Oklahoma 

 

Susan K. Holmes 

BE Cause 

Bokoshe, OK 

 

Earl Hatley  

Grand Riverkeeper  

Vinita, OK 

 

Oregon 

Kelly Campbell 

Executive Director  

Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility 

Portland, OR 
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Martin Donohoe, MD, FACP 

Adjunct Associate Professor, School of 

Community Health 

Portland State University 

Member, Board of Advisors, Oregon 

Physicians for Social Responsibility 

Portland, OR 

 

David M. Petrie 

Coos Waterkeeper 

Coos Bay, OR 

 

Pennsylvania 

 

Kathy J. Nelson 

Treasurer and Co-Founder 

Little Blue Regional Action Group –  

Greene Township, Beaver County 

Georgetown, PA  

 

Michael R Helfrich 

Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper 

Stewards of the Lower Susquehanna, Inc. 

York, PA 

 

Robert Little, MD and James Jones, MD 

Co-presidents 

Physicians for Social Responsibility, 

Harrisburg/Hershey Chapter 

Harrisburg, PA 

 

Tracy Carluccio 

Deputy Director 

Delaware Riverkeeper Network 

Bristol, PA 

 

Jennifer Iriti  

Co-Chair 

Action for Change Today 

Imperial, PA 

 

Cricket Eccleston Hunter 

Director 

Pennsylvania Interfaith Power & Light 

State College, PA 

 

 

Adam Garber 

Field Director 

PennEnvironment 

Philadelphia, PA 

 

Joseph Otis Minott, Esq. 

Executive Director 

Clean Air Council 

Philadelphia, PA 

 

Titus North 

Executive Director 

Citizen Power 

Pittsburgh, PA 

 

Rachel Filippini 

Executive Director 

Group Against Smog and Pollution (GASP) 

Pittsburgh, PA  

 

Myron Arnowitt 

State Director 

Clean Water Action Pennsylvania 

Pittsburgh, PA 

 

Anna Maria Caldara 

MAPLE (Multi-State Alliance Promoting 

Lasting Energy) 

Bangor, PA 

 

Beverly Braverman  

Executive Director 

Mountain Watershed Association 

Melcroft, PA   

 

Cathy Lodge 

Co-Founder 

Residents Against the Power Plant (RAPP) 

Bulger, PA 

 

Patrick Grenter 

Executive Director 

Center for Coalfield Justice 

Washington, PA 

 

 

 



16 
 

Jim Jones, MD 

Co-President 

Harrisburg Physicians for Social 

Responsibility 

Harrisburg, PA  

 

Cherie Eichholz 

Executive Director 

Philadelphia Physicians for Social 

Responsibility 

Philadelphia, PA 

 

Barbara Jarmoska 

President 

Freshlife, Inc. 

Williamsport, PA 

 

Ralph Kisberg 

Robert Cross 

Barbara Jarmoska 

Mark Szybist 

Jennifer Slotterback  

Board of Directors 

Responsible Drilling Alliance 

Williamsport, PA 

 

George Jugovic, Jr. 

President & CEO 

Citizens for Pennsylvania's Future 

(PennFuture) 

Pittsburgh, PA  

 

John Stephen 

Executive Director 

Three Rivers Waterkeeper 

Homestead, PA 

 

Joanne Kilgour 

Legal Director 

Center for Coalfield Justice 

Washington, PA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Puerto Rico 

 

Victor Alvarado 

Coordinator 

Comite Dialogo Ambiental, Inc.  

Salinas, PR 

 

Rhode Island 

 

Liz Marsis 

Director 

RI Interfaith Power & Light 

North Kingstown, RI 

 

John D. Glasheen 

Chair Social Action Committee 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 

South County, RI 

 

South Carolina 

 

Hamilton Davis  

Energy & Climate Director  

Coastal Conservation League 

Charleston, SC 

 

Christine Ellis 

Waccamaw Riverkeeper 

A Program of Winyah Rivers Foundation 

Conway, SC 

 

South Dakota 

 

Frank James 

Dakota Rural Action 

Brookings, SD 

 

Tennessee 

 

Renée Victoria Hoyos 

Executive Director 

Tennessee Clean Water Network 

Knoxville, TN 
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Dennis Gregg 

Executive Director 

Obed Watershed Community Association 

Crossville, TN 

 

Charlie Wilkerson 

President 

Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association 

Nashville, TN 

 

Amelia Parker 

Executive Director 

Statewide Organizing for Community 

eMpowerment (SOCM) 

Knoxville, TN 

 

John McFadden 

Executive Director 

Tennessee Environmental Council 

Nashville, TN 

 

Dorene Bolze 

Executive Director 

Harpeth River Watershed Association 

Franklin, TN 

 

Mary Helen Clarke 

President 

Tennessee Conservation Voters 

Nashville, TN 

 

Sandra Goss 

Executive Director 

Tennessee Citizen's for Wilderness Planning 

Oak Ridge, TN 

 

Chris Irwin 

United Mountain Defense 

Knoxville, TN 

 

Texas 

 

Travis Brown  

President 

Neighbors for Neighbors 

Lexington, TX 

 

Chris Masey 

Director 

Austin PSR 

Austin, TX 

 

David Foster 

State Director 

Clean Water Action Texas 

Austin, TX 

 

Patricia Gonzales 

Senior Vice President 

William C. Velasquez Institute (WCVI) 

San Antonio, TX 

 
Matthew Tejada PhD 

Executive Director 

Air Alliance Houston 

Houston, TX 

 

Juan Parras 

Director 

Texas Environmental Justice Advocacy 

Services 

Houston, TX 

 

Utah 

 

Christopher Thomas 

Executive Director 

HEAL Utah 

Salt Lake City, UT 

 

Dr. Brian Moench 

President 

Utah Physicians for a Healthy Environment 

Salt Lake City, UT 

 

Christi Wedig 

Administrator 

Citizens for Dixie's Future 

Hurricane, UT 

 

Steve Erickson 

Director 

Citizens Education Project 

Salt Lake City, UT 
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Susan Soleil 

Executive Director 

Utah Interfaith Power & Light 

Salt Lake City, UT 

 

Vermont 

 

Bill Walsh 

Executive Director 

Healthy Building Network 

Brattleboro, VT 

 

Virginia 

 

Judy G. Brown 

Chair 

Concerned Citizens of Giles County 

Pearisburg, VA 

 

Terra Pascarosa Duff 

Environmental Director 

TerraScapes 

Virginia Beach, VA 

 

Jaculyn Hanrahan CND  

Director 

Appalachian Faith & Ecology Center 

Coeburn, VA 

 

Maria Bowling 

Chair 

Sierra Club New River Valley Group 

Richmond, VA 

 

Juanita Sneeuwjagt 

President 

Committee for Constitutional & 

Environmental Justice 

Clintwood, VA 

 

Judy McKinney 

President 

Dickenson County Citizens Committee 

Clinchco, VA 

 

 

 

Christopher Clark  

Director 

The Clinch Coalition 

Wise, VA  

 

Nat Mund 

Legislative Director 

Southern Environmental Law Center 

Charlottesville, VA 

 

Jeff Kelble 

Shenandoah Riverkeeper 

Boyce, VA 

 

Parson Brown 

Director 

The Topless America Project 

Front Royal, VA 

 

Washington 

 

Steven G. Gilbert, PhD, DABT 

INND (Institute of Neurotoxicology & 

Neurological Disorders) 

Seattle, WA 

 

Bart Mihailovich 

Spokane Riverkeeper 

Spokane, WA 

 

Chris Wilke 

Executive Director 

Puget Soundkeeper Alliance 

Seattle, WA 

 

Tracy Bier 

Executive Director 

WA Physicians for Social Responsibility 

Settle, WA 

 

Marc Fleisher 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Save Our Summers NW 

Pullman, WA 
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West Virginia 

 

Elizabeth Wiles 

Executive Director 

Friends of Deckers Creek 

Dellslow, WV 

 

Janet Keating 

Executive Director 

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition 

Huntington, WV 

 

Vernon Haltom 

Executive Director 

Coal River Mountain Watch 

Naoma, WV 

 

Allen Johnson 

Christians For The Mountains 

Dunmore, WV 

 

Betty L. Wiley 

President 

Dunkard Creek Watershed Assn., Inc. 

Morgantown, WV 

 

Cindy Rank 

Mining Committee Chair 

WV Highlands Conservancy 

Rock Cave, WV 

 

Jim Sconyers 

Chair 

Sierra Club West Virginia Chapter 

Morgantown, WV 

 

Jarrett Jamison III 

Fort Martin Community Association 

Ft. Martin, WV 

 

 

 

 

Margaret Janes 

Senior Policy Analyst 

Appalachian Mountain Advocates 

Lewisburg, WV 

 

Wisconsin 

 

Cheryl Nenn 

Riverkeeper 

Milwaukee Riverkeeper 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

Dennis Brault  

Asbury Ridge Community for Hope 

(ARCH) 

Viroqua, WI 

 

Carl Volden 

Harmony Opposed to Pollution of 

Environment (HOPE)  

Harmony, WI 

 

Katie Nekola 

Counsel 

Clean Wisconsin 

Madison, WI 

 

Karen Etter Hale 

Executive Secretary 

Madison Audubon Society 

Madison, WI 

 

Sarah Stoll 

President 

Wisconsin Audubon Council 

Madison, WI 

 

Wyoming 

 

Wilma Tope 

Chair 

Powder River Basin Resource Council 

Sheridan, WY

 


