
U.S. Nationally Determined Contribution
March 28th, 2021

To:      The Honorable Gina McCarthy, White House National Climate Advisor
The Honorable Ali Zaidi, White House Deputy National Climate Advisor
The Honorable John Kerry, U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Climate

Cc:       Robert Bonnie, Deputy Chief of Sta� for Policy and Senior Advisor for Climate
Re:       Inclusion of carbon-rich forests in the U.S. Nationally Determined Contribution

We undersigned organizations respectfully request the Biden Administration, in its update to America's Nationally
Determined Contribution (NDC) to the Paris climate agreement, to specify a commitment for protecting a network
of carbon-dense forests across the country and to highlight the Tongass National Forest (America’s largest national
forest and largest forest carbon sink) as a key component.

Article 5 of the Paris Agreement encourages Parties to conserve and enhance sinks and reservoirs, including forests.
The United States’ NDC cannot approach the needed commitment level without strong, science-based natural
climate solutions that include protecting all of our remaining old and mature forests, like those in the Tongass.
Including the Tongass and other old forestlands in our NDC will send a signal to the world that the U.S. is ready to
lead on protecting critical natural climate solutions. It will require the U.S. Forest Service to promptly restore full
Roadless Rule protections that were stripped out by the previous administration. It will also require administrative
action to immediately end, in consultation with Indigenous and other a�ected communities, logging of other mature
and old-growth stands and trees. These are two essential components in your e�ort to achieve carbon budget
deliverables for COP 26.

Centering protections for the globally-signi�cant Tongass National Forest in the nation’s �rst forest-based NDC
deliverable is essential to ensuring the U.S. proposes strong climate targets before the COP 26 conference in Glasgow,
Scotland. Combined with reserves for high carbon forests across all our federal lands and protections for all other
large trees, we can demonstrate our commitment to climate protection domestically and lead by example in e�orts to
protect forests, like the Amazon, and other critical carbon sinks globally.

We propose the following language for adoption within the U.S. Nationally Determined Contribution:
The United States is committed to the development of a network of carbon-dense forests across
the country that protects old-growth and mature forest stands and trees including within the
Tongass National Forest, America’s largest carbon sink.

Thank you for your consideration.

Meredith Trainor, Executive Director
SE Alaska Conservation Council
Juneau, Alaska



Chiara D’Angelo, Tongass Program Manager
SE Alaska Conservation Council
Juneau, Alaska

Sally Schlichting, Enviro. Policy Analyst
SE Alaska Conservation Council
Juneau, Alaska

Linda Behnken, Executive Director
Alaska Longline Fishermen’s Association
Sitka, Alaska

Wanda Culp, Tongass Representative
Women’s Earth and Climate Network
Hoonah, Alaska

Natalie Dawson, Executive Director
Audubon Alaska
Haines, Alaska

Larry Edwards, Secretary
Alaska Rainforest Defenders
Sitka, Alaska

Norbert Chaudhary
Alaska Rainforest Defenders
Ketchikan, Alaska

Olivia Glasscock, Associate Attorney
EarthJustice
Juneau, Alaska

Kate Glover, Staff  Attorney
EarthJustice
Juneau, Alaska

Andrea Feniger, Director
Sierra Club Alaska
Anchorage, Alaska

Andy Moderow, State Director
Alaska Wilderness League
Anchorage, Alaska

Randi Spivak, Public Lands Program Director
Center for Biological Diversity
Washington, DC

Robert Dewey, Vice President, Gov. Relations
Defenders of  Wildlife
Washington, DC

Blaine Miller-McFeeley, Senior Legislative Rep.
EarthJustice
Washington, DC

Jennifer Mamola, Forest Protection Advocate
The John Muir Project
Washington, DC

Joshua Hicks, Assistant Director Forest Policy
The Wilderness Society
Denver, Colorado

Erik Burbank, VP of  PR and Global Impact
KEEN Inc.
Portland, Oregon

Dan Ritzman, Dir. of  Lands, Water, and Wildlife
Sierra Club
Seattle, Washington

Kirsten Blackburn, Advocacy Director
The Conservation Alliance
Bend, Oregon

Matt Stevenson, Forest Team Captain
Sunrise Portland
Portland, Oregon

Dash Waterbury, Coordinator
Sunrise Redding
Redding, California

Ara Marderosian, Executive Director
Sequoia ForestKeeper
Kernville, California

Angela Jensen, Conservation Legal Director
Umpqua Watersheds
Roseburg, Oregon

Donna Stevens, Executive Director
Upper Gila Watershed Alliance
Gila, New Mexico

Susan J. Brown, Wildlands Program Director
Western Environmental Law Center
Portland, Oregon

Dominick DellaSala Ph. D, Chief  Scientist
Wild Heritage
Talent, Oregon

Marla Fox, Wild Places Program Director
WildEarth Guardians
Portland, Oregon

Katie Davis, Executive Direct
Wildlands Network
Salt Lake City, Utah



Patricia Hine, President
350 Eugene
Eugene, Oregon

Bayard Ewing, Chair Conservation Committee
Colorado Native Plant Society
Fort Collins, Colorado

Denise Boggs, Director
Conservation Congress
Great Falls, Montana

Serena Barton, President
Deer Creek Valley Conservation Association
Selma, Oregon

Ellen Montgomery, Public Lands Campaign Director
Denver, Colorado

Catherine Tomasson, Chair
Environmental Caucus
Portland, Oregon

Thomas Wheeler, Executive Director
Environmental Protection Information Cnt.
Arcata, California

Patricia Ames, President
Flathead-Lolo-Bitterroot Citizen Task Force
Missoula, Montana

Larry Campbell, Conservation Lead
Friends of  the Bitterroot
Hamilton, Montana

Jeff  Juel, Montana Policy Director
Friends of  the Clearwater
Missoula, Montana

Joseph Scalia, President
Gallatin Yellowstone Wilderness Alliance
Livingston, Montana

Darlene Chirman, Chapter Lead
Great Old Broads for Wilderness
Portland, Oregon

Veronica Warnock, Conservation Director
Greater Hells Canyon Council
Enterprise, Oregon

Matt Reed, Public Lands Director
High Country Conservation Advocates
Crested Butte, Colorado

Kimberly Baker, Executive Director
Klamath Forest Alliance
Arcata, California

Rene Voss, Director
Natural Resources Law
San Anselmo, California

Steve Redery, Conservation Director
Oregon Wild
Portland, Oregon

Tom Sobal, Director
Quiet Use Coalition
Salida, Colorado

Tehri Parker, Executive Director
Rocky Mountain
Denver, Colorado

Jimbo Buickerood, Lands & Forest Protection
San Juan Citizens Alliance
Durango, Colorado

Christine Canaly, Director
San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council
Durango, Colorado

Osprey-Orielle Lake, Executive Director
Women’s Earth and Climate Action Network
Mill Valley, California

Aaron Peterson, Executive Director
Yaak Valley Forest Council
Troy, Montana

Jason Christensen, Director
Yellowstone to Uintas Connection
Paris Idaho


