
Y ou can make a real estate investment work for you in new ways. By 
donating all or a partial interest in real property to Earthjustice, you 
can create a powerful environmental legacy while reducing taxes.  

Some giving plans allow you to create replacement income; other plans 
allow you to continue to use or live on the property for life. Best of all, your 
gift will ensure that the earth will always have a good lawyer!

Use your property to make a gift that creates significant tax savings, 
offers many additional benefits to you, and may even generate income 
for your life. 

GIFTS OF REAL ESTATE
Smart Ways to Unlock the Potential of  
Your Property and Support Earthjustice

Earthjustice continues to defend our national parks. With the help of our supporters, Earthjustice challenged a proposed expansion of a BP 
refinery that would violate requirements of the Clean Air Act and degrade the air quality of nearby Olympic National Park. 



DO ANY OF THESE SITUATIONS APPLY TO YOU? 

R	 You own residential or commercial real 
estate that has appreciated in value — and 
you no longer wish to manage or maintain it. 

R	 You would like to eliminate your ownership 
responsibilities or the burden of being a 
landlord but need replacement income. You 
may be able to make a gift that provides 
lifetime income for you and/or another 
beneficiary.

R	 You have a vacation home that your family no 
longer uses.

R	 Your home has risen in value beyond the 
capital gains exclusion rate1.  A gift of real 
estate may reduce or eliminate capital gains 
taxes owed.

R	 You want to remain in your home, then make 
a charitable gift after your lifetime. 

If you are interested in making a gift to Earthjustice 
and your answer to any of these questions is “yes,” 
a gift of real estate may be a smart option for you.

HOW IT WORKS

A DIRECT GIFT OF REAL ESTATE NOW OR IN  
THE FUTURE

•	 To make a gift now, once Earthjustice has 
agreed to accept your gift of real estate, you 
simply deed your property (including a home, 
vacation property, commercial building, 
investment property, etc.) to Earthjustice. 

•	 Or, you can make a future gift of real estate 
through a provision in your will or revocable 
living trust. 

•	 Once Earthjustice receives the property, 
Earthjustice will sell the property to fund its 
general purposes or the program of your choice.

GIFTS OF REAL ESTATE

WHAT TYPES OF REAL 
ESTATE CAN I GIVE?2

Ideal gift properties are debt-free 
real estate that can easily be 
sold in 6–12 months, valued at 
$100,000 or greater, including:

•	 Income-producing 
residential or commercial 
real estate

•	 Fully depreciated 
investment property

•	 Property acquired through a 
1031 exchange

•	 A vacation home that is no 
longer needed

•	 A larger personal residence 
prior to “downsizing”

THREE SMART AND  
TAX-WISE WAYS TO GIVE 
REAL ESTATE

•	 Gift your real estate directly 
to Earthjustice, now or after 
your lifetime.

•	 Use your real estate to 
generate lifetime income 
and tax benefits.

•	 Make a gift of your home 
now but live there for life.

 1The IRS typically allows you to exclude up to $250,000 of capital gains on real estate if  
you’re single and $500,000 of capital gains on real estate if you’re married and filing jointly.
 2We may not be able to accept all potential real estate gifts. Earthjustice’s gift acceptance 
committee will conduct its due diligence and make a decision as to whether we are able to 
accept your gift.

When fishing industry groups recently wanted to 
revive a harmful program that excluded otters from 
parts of their coastal habitat, Earthjustice fought 
back—and won.



GIFT YOUR PROPERTY AND RECEIVE INCOME FOR LIFE

•	 When you give real property to establish a charitable remainder trust, no 
capital gains taxes are due when the property is sold.  

•	 The full proceeds from the sale can then be invested to pay you and/or your 
beneficiaries a lifetime income or for a term of years.

•	 When the trust term ends, the remaining funds will pass to Earthjustice.

GIFT YOUR HOME NOW, LIVE THERE FOR LIFE

•	 You can transfer a remainder interest in your home to Earthjustice while	
continuing to live in your home for your lifetime. 

•	 Your property does not have to be your primary residence — you can give a 
vacation home too.

•	 You will receive an immediate significant income tax deduction. 

•	 You agree to continue to perform all obligations of ownership, such as paying 
for taxes, insurance, and upkeep.   

•	 When the property comes to Earthjustice (conveniently without probate or 
other administrative procedures), Earthjustice will sell it and use the proceeds 
of the sale to continue protecting the environment.   

GIFTS OF REAL ESTATE

For years, Earthjustice has fought to protect Yellowstone’s grizzly bears. Any time the grizzly bear has been delisted from the protections 
of the Endangered Species Act, our lawyers have challenged the designation in court. Most recently, Earthjustice saved grizzlies from a 
planned trophy hunt after a judge ruled that the Trump administration’s decision to strip Endangered Species Act protections from the 
population was illegal.






